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Q: Today is May the 17th, 2006. This is an interview with William P. Pope, P-O-P-E. What
does the P stand for?

POPE: Pinckney. P-I-N-C-K-N-E-Y. It's a South Carolina name, originally.

Q: Alright. Let's kind of start at the beginning. When and where were you born?
POPE: | was born August 11, 1946, just nearby in Alexandria, Virginia.Q: Okay.
POPE: Born and grew up right down in Old Town, Alexandria.

Q: Well let's talk about; first let's talk about your father's side. What do you know about the
Popes?

POPE: Well, a fair amount because my dad and my grandfather did some of the
genealogy back into the 1700s; not as far as we'd like, we're going to try to get to it, my
sister and I, now that I'm retired. My dad was actually here because he was a staffer on
the Hill with the House Appropriations Committee. A lot of them just go up there as young
people and leave, but he was one of those rare ones who stayed the whole way through
and he went 30 years. And went up there in late '30s and retired in 1969 and worked

Interview with Mr. William P. Pope , 2011 http://www.loc.gov/item/mfdipbib001729



Library of Congress

mostly with Congressman Jamie Whitten, who was chairman of the House Agriculture
Subcommittee and then later the full Appropriations.

Q: Yes, he was quite a figure in the agricultural field.

POPE: He was. But later also he was the Chairman of the entire Appropriations
Committee.

Q: So | take it he was on the Democratic side?

POPE: He was. He was here, so | was born and grew up down in Old Town, a family that
was primarily from the South, from North Carolina, Georgia, Louisiana, etc., and we're still
basically a southern family. But my grandfather had a very strange story. James Pinckney
Pope had a really amazing story. His father was brought from Georgia where they had
been living, his father had been brought to Georgia as a very small child of about three in a
buckboard by his mother because she was widowed, she was the widow of a Confederate
soldier around 1862. And his father was brought to Louisiana and | have never found

out why they went to that area up around Ruston, Shreveport, and | don't know why, |
assume there was somebody she was going to there, family. Anyway. And my grandfather
was born there and he was the first one in his direct line ever to go to college. And he
went to college by playing football in the early days; there weren't really very many rules
and he was a pretty big man and he was a lineman for Ruston Tech, which later became
Louisiana Tech, where Terry Bradshaw went.

Q: Oh yes.

POPE: And the family story, and I've never checked it out and somebody who knows
football lore could probably check it, but the year he was a senior and a co-captain of the
team, they upset LSU. Amos Alonzo Stagg was in the stands and recruited him to come
play for the University of Chicago. Even though he had already played four years they
had no rules at that point, so he went up to Chicago and played football and went to law
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school. So he was three more years playing and met my grandmother up there because
she was from the North. And his best friend in law school said don't go back down South,
don't go back to Louisiana, come West. He was from Boise, Idaho. Come West with me
because that's where the future is. You know, go West, young man. This was in the early
1900s. My grandfather, James Pinckney Pope, got into Democratic politics out there and
became the mayor of Boise and was elected to the U.S. Senate in the Roosevelt landslide
of 1932.

Q: Wow.

POPE: And my dad had just finished his first year at Boise Junior College and he and
his younger brother were brought here. And he got one look at Washington and decided
he was not going back to Boise where he had been born. We had no connection with
the North, with Idaho or anything; it was just a pure fluke. So Dad transferred to George
Washington University and then when he got out he went to work for the government
briefly and then the Hill. That's how | came to be born and grew up in Alexandria.

Q: What do you know about the family on your mother's side?

POPE: A bit. They came from England. We've got it traced back into the late 1500s, parts
of it. And here name was Norford, N-O-R-F-O-R-D, and her father, my grandfather, William
L. Norford, was from Albemarle County. And there's still the old home place down there

in Albemarle County outside of, north of Charlottesville, northeast of Charlottesville, at
around Gordonsville, out in there. And he came up to Alexandria and he was a conductor
on the Southern Railway. And he bought a hotel down in Old Town, Alexandria, and
renamed it the Norford Inn. It's down in the 300 block of Cameron Street, across from the
old City Hall. And that's where | was brought back when | was born, to the Norford Inn,
which eventually was sold and has become shops. But a wonderful old place. So | grew
up down in Old Town, knew every stone. We know where everybody's buried in the family
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cemetery down near where he grew up so we know who all those folks are. They were all
farmers.

Q: Okay. Well then, you grew up in Alexandria. What was Alexandria like then? You were
there, this would be during the '50s.

POPE: Yes. | was born in 1946 and so my earliest memories were about 1950. And it was
a small, sleepy southern town. Going into Washington was a big adventure. Dad went
every day, but for us, driving way, way over there into Washington felt like it was far. And it
was a small, sleepy southern town, everybody knew everybody. All these areas out more
toward Falls Church and all that that now have an address of Alexandria, none of that
existed.

Q: Yes, it was farmland.

POPE: Belle Haven Country Club on the other end had just been created, but there was
no Wilson Bridge. Woodrow Wilson Bridge hadn't been built, and it was really Old Town
and not much more. It was a nice place to grow up, it was safe and small.

Q: What about the social situation, | guess at that time was a Negro section and a White
section.

POPE: Was.
Q: Was there much mixing?

POPE: None that I'm aware of. We had a maid who was absolutely wonderful, just like
right out of, you know, like Hattie McDaniel out of Gone With the Wind, that kind of old
fashioned, and she was like a second mother to us, we just adored her. But she lived

in a different part of town. She walked in the morning and we drove her at night. And |
went all the way through school, including high school, with no Black students, no Black
classmates. There was a White high school and a Black high school. The White high
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school was called George Washington High School, GW. It's near where the Metro station
Is now at Mt. Vernon, Mt. Vernon Avenue. And right across from it was a completely
separate school called Parker Gray, and it was the Black high school. And we didn't even
play each other, to my recollection, in any sport. There weren't so many high schools
around, so we played Wakefield, Washington and Lee. Mt. Vernon High School was a high
school at that point, Groveton was a high school. There weren't that many.

Q: Were you aware of the impact of when the Virginia system shut down for awhile? This
was after the '55 Brown versus-

POPE: Massive resistance.
Q: Massive resistance.

POPE: | only had the vaguest memories of it. | should remember a little bit more because |
think it happened when | was about 10, 10 to 11. And it's funny, I've tried to remember and
| just have really no recollections of it. | was just clueless.

Q: How big was your family, | mean, brothers, sisters?
POPE: Yes, | had an older brother, younger brother and a sister; we're four.

Q: Were you much of a, as a kid, much of a reader? Was this something you did or were
you more into sports or what?

POPE: I'd say probably more, a little more into sports but | did read. We had books
everywhere. I'm a bookaholic now but even then we had books all over the house and
there were a few that really caught my fancy. | remember one about King Arthur that |
read. And we had two beautiful old books; | can still seem them in my mind's eye, beautiful
cloth-bound, old fashioned cloth-bound with beautiful color, Little Women and Little Men.

Q: Oh yes.
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POPE: And | read both of those. And so we had books of that kind and | did read some.
But of course whenever we could be out, we were out playing baseball and running
around.

Q: The streets were pretty safe?

POPE: Very safe. We rode bikes everywhere. We used to play a lot down by the river
because | lived very close to the river down near Jones Point where the Woodrow Wilson
Bridge later was built. There was no bridge and there was an old lighthouse down there
and there was the marker, the old stone marker, separating Virginia and Maryland. And it
was just swamp down in there and my mother would go crazy. We used to just play down
in there all the time. The Potomac was filthy; it was not clean at all. Later, when | was in
high school and we rowed crew, we had to get a battery of shots before the school board
would let us go out on it.

Q: What in, I'll say elementary school first, how did you take to school?

POPE: Oh, I liked it. | was, you know, president of pretty much everything and in
elementary school | was eventually the captain of the safety patrols. You know those kids
who wear the-

Q: Oh yes. You got your band across your chest, which was a great sign of-

POPE: And the officers had a different badge, it looked like a police badge, and the blue
was a captain and | think red was a lieutenant and something else. | worked my way up

through those and eventually | was the captain and | was the president of the class and

the like.

Q: How about subjects? What subjects appealed to you and what ones didn't appeal to
you?
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POPE: Well, | always liked the liberal arts type things, reading and English, history, social
studies; those kinds of things. And up through high school | was fine with the others as
well, with math and science. It just wasn't what | was interested in, didn't appeal to me so
much. But we didn't have the gradations back then that they have now with AP and IB and
honors. We pretty much had people, as | recall, in two tracks. You were either going to
college or you weren't going to college. And the people who weren't going to college, it
was understood were going into blue collar professions.

Q: And there were typists.

POPE: Typists and things. And the people who were going to college, who knows what
they'd become? And we took a little bit more advanced courses, but the gradations weren't
So great.

Q: Back to the family, where did your family fit politically? Or was it split or what?

POPE: It was interesting because my dad was a lifelong Democrat and my mother was a
very conservative Virginian and everybody else, everybody was pretty conservative in the
family. And | remember my dad always complained that he was picked on because he was
the only liberal in the family. And that was about true at that point.

Q: Did the War Between the States, | guess it'd be called, did that play much of a role in
your upbringing?

POPE: It did. It was still alive when | was growing up. And it's funny because I'm married
to a European woman | met when | was in the Foreign Service. We've been married a
number of years now, and to this day she's just baffled that it could still be so present
when | was growing up. It was a textbook thing for them. And literally, | mean people would
talk about, in the family, would talk about the War, the War, and they weren't talking about
World War Il. And this was 100 years later almost.
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Q: Yes, and you were in a town that was renowned as being Confederate sympathizer. In
fact, the first person killed, | guess, was John Matrr.

POPE: And they immediately took Alexandria, right away the North did. | can remember
my mother, and this is not an exaggeration, | remember my mother used to be concerned
that | would bring home a northern girl. She would always, when | was dating a new girl,
she would ask, “Who are her people?” And what she meant was, she is a southern girl,
right? It's inconceivable now, not that many years later really, but the atmosphere was still
so southern. And when | went down to UVA in Charlottesville, | also tell this to my wife
and she just can hardly imagine it, when | went down to UVA and there would be football
games, this was in the '60s, and there'd be football games, and when the National Anthem
was played everybody would stand up very politely and then the band would break into
Dixie. And the place went crazy; it was a sea of Confederate flags, everybody singing
Dixie at the top of their lungs. But the enthusiasm level, from politeness to hysteria.

Q: Yes, | recall that. My mother, who came from quite a different background, her father
was an officer with a general named Sherman.

POPE: Oh. That was a bad word in our house.

Q: She wasn't allowed to read the Little Colonel series because they portrayed a little girl
on a plantation. This is during the end of the century. But no, | mean, | recall the war, the
wah as you would say but | would say the war, was the Civil War.

POPE: Yes. It was still a very lively thing. And the name, Sherman, | mean, people would
wince when they heard that name. That was really a much worse word than a four-letter
word.

Q: Where'd your family fall religiously or was it a religious family?
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POPE: Not terribly. We were Methodists, went to the Washington Street Methodist Church,
which is still there down in Old Town. We went because we were sent. My father didn't

go so often. He went much more in later years, and my mother sometimes. My aunt and
uncle, who lived down in Old Town, were the real devout goers, and we went with them a
lot.

Q: When you got to middle school and high school, where'd you go to high school?

POPE: George Washington High School in Alexandria. It's not a high school anymore; it's
now a middle school. When T.C. Williams was built, later after | was long gone, they took
both George Washington and Parker Gray across the street from it and made them both
middle schools. And all the high schoolers were integrated in and that's when they made
that movie about, Remember the Titans, that was that whole era, that was my younger
brother's era. That was after my time.

Q: Well in high school, were you involved in sports, student activities?
POPE: Everything. Clubs, government, sports, social, some studying.
Q: What was dating like in those days?

POPE: Dating, it's funny, because | have the impression that young people don't date as
much in the sense that we dated, that there's a lot more group stuff they do together. We
dated. And you really dated one person pretty seriously and then when you broke up then
she dated somebody else and you dated somebody else and you were dating that person.
And you were going with, you were going with so and so.

Q: Yes. | don't think it happens today.

POPE: Not nearly as much.
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Q: Actually in my time there was a lot more group stuff. It's funny how this goes.

POPE: We had cliques and groups who were different, we had the cheerleaders and the
football players but they were each dating somebody within that group and we had our
group and we were dating somebody, and you weren't dating other people, you were
dating that one. And that's how it was done.

Q: By the time you got into high school did Washington intrude? | mean, was this the place
to go, going out to Glen Echo or going to the mall or?

POPE: Glen Echo sometimes, when we were taken. Of course, it was so far and we
couldn't drive yet.

Q: Was there a trolley that-
POPE: | don't remember it. There was-
Q: | think the trolley stopped at Rosslyn.

POPE: Maybe. | mean, there was a trolley, | remember the trolleys in Old Town but | don't
know how far it went. We used to try to go to Washington because you could drink beer
at 18. It was really watered down and all that and we tried to get fake IDs and we did. And
then you tried to talk your way in. It was a lot easier because the Virginia driver's license
at that point was basically a piece of green paper with something typed on it. There was
no photo and it wasn't laminated. And so if you could find somebody who was 18 and had
one and wasn't going to be using it that night you could take it and memorize the details
and hope that the guy wouldn't notice that, you know, the guy on the license is six feet
and you're five six or something. But you could at least try it. And if you tried it in enough
places, you could usually get in somewhere. We were much more irresponsible, | think,
than they are now. Talking about the young people going to the dogs; we went to the dogs
and came back.
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Q: Drugs hadn't hit the place?

POPE: None, no. | knew nothing, even through college, nothing. | was just talking to
somebody about this the other day. It wasn't that | was a saint and my friends were saints;
| don't know what | would have done. But we weren't confronted with it because we didn't
have it. | never even saw it or knew about it until after | got out of college and then it really
hit big time around 1970. Maybe it was earlier on the West Coast, I'm not sure, but around
'70.

Q: When did you graduate from high school?

POPE: '64.

Q: Where were you pointed towards? | mean, you were in a college preparatory course.
POPE: Right.

Q: But did you know where you wanted to go?

POPE: UVA was always such a part of our family, my brother had gone there, and it just
never occurred to me to go anywhere else. | might have applied to William and Mary,
maybe. I'm not even positive. But it didn't occur to me to go anywhere but UVA.

Q: Well you went to UVA from what, '64 to '68?
POPE: Yes.
Q: What was UVA like in those days?

POPE: It was really different than later. It was a southern men's school. We wore coat
and tie to class every day. There were no women except a few nursing students. But
basically people dated at the girls' schools in the region and there were many. Sweet Briar,
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Randolph, Macon, Hollins, Mary Baldwin, Mary Washington, Longwood, etc. And we were
down the road a lot. That's what it was called when you traveled instead of doing your
homework, you were piled in cars, and everybody had cars. It was so different than it is
now; it's hard to explain. But it was called going down the road and we jokingly referred to
ourselves as “Road Scholars” because we were down the road all the time; different girls'
school every night.

Q: Well you know, one hears about UVA at certain times as being a great drinking party
school. Was that?

POPE: Absolutely. Did you ever see that movie with John Belushi called National
Lampoon's Animal House?

Q: Yes.

POPE: The first time | ever saw that | said, “That's it! How did they get it so right?” UVA
was absolutely insane when | went down there. It was a pretty decent school academically
but later, around 1970, women came in, and the women are much more mature and

they actually go to class and turn in papers and do things that we never really did. And
they really changed the tone of that place and they put so much pressure on the male
students that the whole place went from being a good regional university to, year after
year, being rated one of the top public universities in the country. | love UVA and I'm a
devoted alumnus of the university, but | don't believe it was at that level when we were
down there. The traditions were fabulous, with Mr. Jefferson and the Lawn and all of that.
But now it's at some different higher level and I think it's because of the women.

Q: What, | almost hesitate to ask, did you take courses there when you weren't on the
road, down the road?

POPE: Yes. And | was always interested in government and foreign affairs. And I'm
not sure why. My parents had a story that they absolutely loved for some reason. Most
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children don't know what they want to be. They all want to be a fireman or an astronaut
or a cowboy or something. And for some reason both my older brother and I, from the
time we were really small, knew what we wanted to do. He wanted to be a doctor, and he
became a surgeon, and | wanted to be a diplomat. And | don't know where it came from.
But my parents laugh because they were having a cocktail party one time and | came
walking in and | was about four. Everybody was patting me on the head, a cute little boy,
what do you want to do? And they were expecting fireman or astronaut or something like
that. And | said | either want to be Ambassador to France or Governor of Virginia. | have
no recollection of it, of course, but it just apparently stopped the conversation and they're
looking at this little guy. And | don't know why, where that came from, but both of us were
really blessed, my older brother and |, because we both were able to do the thing we
always wanted to do.

Q: Well, was there any exposure while you were at the university to the Foreign Service or
diplomacy?

POPE: | remember none of that. We didn't have those kinds of career days, that |
remember. We didn't have the kind of really wonderful career services counseling like
they have now, which are great, and also alumni connections, trying to get alumni to help
recent graduates in whatever market, whether it's Washington or New York or wherever.
I'm in favor of all of that and it was really minimal, if we had it. | studied diplomacy more
as a subject and | got particularly interested in the Soviet Union, Eastern Europe and that
region. Again, | don't quite remember why, but the more | read of Solzhenitsyn and-

Q: Well, this the very hot issue during this period.

POPE: Yes, very. Not too long after the Cuban Missile Crisis. | got particularly interested
in Solzhenitsyn and read First Circle and all of his books and Sharansky and | got more
and more interested in that. But also government; | was taking U.S. government, state
government and pretty much focusing on that kind of thing. My backup, if I didn't get into
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diplomacy, was something like politics or the Hill. My dad had been on the Hill. He was not
political, he was a staffer, but my grandfather had been, and so my backup was something
along those lines.

Q: Well, how did you find the faculty? Because | think it would have been difficult with the
faculty if you have a student body that's, you know, girl oriented or something like that,
party oriented. How did you find the faculty?

POPE: Oh, they were great. We had a number of highly known people in various
disciplines. And in fact, | don't mean to overplay that. It was a fine university and you
couldn't get a degree without doing something. There were some of us who were a little
bit less serious and a little more party-oriented and others who were very, very serious
and went on to fine graduate schools, etc. | was just making the comparison with now; not
only UVA but all of the schools. The young people are so much more serious now. And
from the first day they walk in, they can't mess around like we did. They've got to really

do it or they'll be out in a semester. We could fool around a lot and still skate by, but not
everybody did. There were some people who were very serious students.

Q: By the time you were getting close to being a senior in '68, two movements were going.
One was sort of the hippie, free speech movement and the other, well three, the anti-Viet-
the war one and the civil rights one. How did these intrude or did they?

POPE: Not very much. We were still cocooned. | was aware of them and everybody was
shocked when Bobby Kennedy was killed and Martin Luther King. But looking back, it
seems like we were still very cocooned. | don't remember any demonstrations or anything.

Q: Had UVA integrated at all or was it token or what?

POPE: Very few African Americans | can remember. There were some but not a full scale
representative campus like there is now.
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Q: What about, was there a fraternity system?

POPE: Very strong.

Q: Was this the engine that drove the parties and all?

POPE: Not exclusively but yes.

Q: Well what were you pointed out beyond? | mean, were you in ROTC?
POPE: | was.

Q: And how did that play out when you graduated in '68?

POPE: Well first of all, first of all | didn't graduate in '68. That was the class in which | was
supposed to graduate. But for a variety of reasons, the Academic Dean decided that it
would be a good idea for me to go into the Army and so | actually went into the Army as an
enlisted man for a couple of years and didn't finish with ROTC. And then | came back.

Q: Was this academic pretty much or getting maturity on at all or?

POPE: It was basically academic because | just wasn't doing the job. | was skating by but
it was pretty non-serious. And so | went in the Army, came back out and then | did well. |
actually got a degree in January of '72.

Q: There's nothing more maturing than just a couple of years in something like the military
usually helps. What did you do in the military?

POPE: | was a linguist, a Russian linguist.
Q: Did you go to the Army Language School?

POPE: | went to DLI, the Defense Language Institute out in Monterey, California.
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Q: Oh yes. Well, we're fellow graduates. | graduated from DLI from Monterey back in 1951,
to give you an idea. But | had just graduated from college and the Korean War started and
we were loaded with college graduates taking a language at the time. How did you find it?

POPE: | loved it; | loved the study of the language. | was good at Russian. All our teachers
were native speakers, of course, and some of them were so interesting because they
were still, because that was far enough back, that was in '69, '70, '71, in that period, and
they were interesting because some of them had memories of the Czar, had memories of
that period. There was one, for example, whose father had been, if not the commander
of the Czar's personal bodyguard at least at a high level. | think he might have even been
the commander. And | remember asking him one time, “Did you ever actually meet the
Czar?” Because he would have been a child when they left. “Did you ever actually meet
the Czar?” And a misty look came into his eyes, and he was in another place. And his
voice was choking and he said “Czar. Czar of all Russia. Czar. Many times.” | think we
must have been speaking English because | remember he looked at me with these eyes
and said, “Many times as close as you to me, Czar of all Russia, you to me.” And he just,
he was almost crying. And the others all had fascinating stories, too. That was really an
interesting group.

Q: | spent a year there. | was in the Air Force. Where did they assign you?

POPE: | actually ended up staying in the States the whole time. And was in different
places, in Texas, in different places doing things having to do with Russian language.

Q: Did this give you a further feeling for the Foreign Service?

POPE: Oh yes. Absolutely. | looked on it as an opportunity to have more credentials to get
into the Foreign Service.
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Q: Were you finally getting anything, by this time were you getting any information about
diplomacy and the Foreign Service and all?

POPE: Not while | was in the Army, not so much. But | still knew that's what | wanted to
do. I don't know why, I don't know how. | still knew it's what | wanted to do.

Q: Well you came back after two years, is that it? So this would have put you up to 1970.

POPE: Yes, it was around '70. And | had about a year to finish. And so at the end of '71

| was off schedule, off cycle, finished the work and then | remember getting the degree
January of '72. And then moved up to DC and went to work as a civil servant in April of '72
at the State Department. | had gotten a job in the Passport Office, that was my first job. |
was a Passport Examiner.

Q: How'd you find that?
POPE: Well, it was production line work. But that was okay, because | was in.
Q: Was Frances Knight there?

POPE: Frances Knight was the legendary leader, and there were lots of stories floating
around. | was so low and so new on the totem pole | had no idea what was true. But yes,
she was legendary. | don't think | ever even saw her, we just sort of heard about her, sort
of like if you had been a low-level FBI employee and had heard about J. Edgar Hoover.
But | never saw her.

Q: Well, in the first place, did the, particularly the anti-Vietnam War protests and all, did
that have any impact on you at all while you were in school?

POPE: None.

Q: How did you feel about the war?
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POPE: | never protested or marched or anything, and | basically bought the arguments
about the communists wanting to destroy us. | was less persuaded, though, about
whether Vietnam itself was worth American lives. Not the broad principle. | felt Europe
definitely was and we had to do whatever was necessary to keep them from invading
and successfully overrunning Western Europe. | just remember wondering whether it
was worth it if the Viethamese weren't all fighting for themselves. Some were and some
weren't. Was Vietnam worth it?

Q: Well then, did you, when you were working in the Passport Office, were you able to,
you were sort of inside the beast but were you able to find out more about how you get into
the Foreign Service?

POPE: Oh yes, sure. First thing | did was move over to main State because | was then
able to look at job openings. And | found a job doing Eastern Europe and Soviet affairs in
INR. And | moved over to become an analyst in INR. About half the people | worked with
were Foreign Service. Everything | heard and knew confirmed that | really wanted to try it
so | took the exam.

Q: And did you pass it the first time?

POPE: Yes.

Q: How did you do on the orals?

POPE: | didn't pass the first time.

Q: Do you recall any of the questions that were asked then?

POPE: No, | don't. | was very shocked and disappointed at not passing the orals the first
time. In fact, because | remember feeling that the written exam, was much harder than
the SATs. And | remember thinking this was very hard and if | pass this, | got a notification
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you've passed the written exam and | thought, well the oral must be kind of a formality.
And it wasn't. | just remember it was very hard and | didn't pass the first time on the oral.
And | was shocked, disappointed, | was puzzled because | was sure that if | can pass that
written, I'll skate through the orals. So | took it again the next year and passed the written
again and took the orals and passed.

Q: Did you get any sort of training or were you able to figure out what you could do on the
oral to make it better?

POPE: Not training but the only thing | can remember is | had the impression coming out
of the first oral that | wasn't really up to date enough on current affairs. Fairly up-to-date
living in Washington, reading The Washington Post every day but somehow not quite
broadly enough up. And so | think | began to read newsmagazines more and Foreign
Affairs and | think | began to broaden out some. And whether that had an effect the second
year or whether I just hit a panel that | worked better with, | don't remember. But whatever
the reason was, somehow | made it on the second time.

Q: You came in when?

POPE: In November of '74.

Q: By this time essentially Vietnam was over.
POPE: Yes.

Q: How did you find the A-100 course?

POPE: Easy. It was very basic. | don't know too much about it now but | have the
impression from little bits I've heard that it's much more sophisticated now, much broader.

Q: How'd you find the mix of people and all that?
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POPE: Oh, | had a very impressive group of people in the A-100 course. They were smatrt,
impressive, and many of them went on to have very good careers.

Q: Did you have any feel of what you wanted to do?

POPE: In the Foreign Service?

Q: Foreign Service, yes.

POPE: | think | was still focused on Soviet Union, Eastern Europe at that point.
Q: So what happened? What was your first assignment?

POPE: Ah. That was funny. Because I'd been in a couple of years as a civil servant and
had all the clearances, because | was working in INR and | had every clearance known

to man and everything, it was a lot easier to deal with me than with new people who had
come from all over the country and who, most of whom knew nothing about the State
Department. | knew the building and people and | was a little farther along than many

of them in terms of being settled in. And | remember there was a situation in Botswana,
which turned out to be my first post. Botswana, where there was a JO job, junior officer,
position that had been vacant for quite a long time. And they really needed somebody
quickly and they couldn't wait. And | remember my assignments officer saying something
about Botswana. | said, uh, Botswana, yes, give me a minute, let me see if | can figure it
out. It sounded like it could be Africa but | wasn't sure. | knew nothing about Botswana, zip.
And he said, it's right here, and he pointed it out and | said all right, we'll do that. We had a
ball, we loved Botswana, it was a great post. One of only a couple of true democracies on
the whole continent at that point. Sir Seretse Khama was the president, old Bechuanaland.
And it was an ideal spot because | always wanted to be a political officer. When we came
along you actually had to select what cone you were competing in for the written exam.

Q: Yes, it changes.
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POPE: I'm pretty sure. And | remember somebody saying, “Don't do that, don't select
Political because there are thousands and thousands of people in that, do something

else and then change cones.” But | just remember that political work was the only thing

| ever wanted to do. And so | went ahead and did it and somehow was lucky enough to
become assigned as a political officer. And Botswana was a paradise for a political officer
because you had the uprising in Soweto and the townships in 1976, you had the war going
on in Mozambique, war in Rhodesia, war in Angola, and it was like being in the eye of the
hurricane, being in Botswana. And it was peaceful, the school was good.

Q: You were in Botswana from when to when?
POPE: From '75 to '77.

Q: The capital of Botswana is?

POPE: Gaborone.

Q: Gaborone.

POPE: Most people say Gabarone.

Q: Who was ambassador over there?

POPE: The first ambassador was a gentleman named David Bolen. And then he left and
had Don Norland as the second, whom | still see. Just saw him a few days ago over at
AFSA.

Q: Can you talk about Gaborone and what it was like there?

POPE: It really was a different world. It was a tiny, dusty desert town with one little
shopping mall down the middle, meaning an outdoor kind of a street with shops facing
onto it. The Embassy was above an Indian dry goods store in rented space. And the
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Chinese were there. They were building the Tanzam Railway and we were very concerned
about the Chinese. And Sir Seretse was the President and his wife was Ruth, Lady

Ruth Khama, a British woman, and they were the embodiment of how racial tolerance
could work, those two. And they had children who were well known in this little town. It
was a little town, just a few thousand, a few thousand people, and the parliament was
wonderful. Being in a small post like that on my first assignment | was actually able to be
Charg# a couple of times as a brand new Third Secretary. And it was fun because once
the Ambassador, it was probably between ambassadors, and the DCM (deputy chief of
mission) was away and | was able to represent the Embassy at the opening of Parliament.
And it was wonderful, a breath of fresh air on a continent full of dictators where people
were massacred and disappeared, etc. Botswana had a completely free system, free
opposition press, and the things that the opposition said, both in parliament and out of
parliament on campaigns about the “government's inept and corrupt” and this and that.
You'd have been shot in most other places at the time. It was wonderful.

Q: Well looking at this, what was sort of the embassy consensus of why did this happen,
this particular place?

POPE: | don't remember that we ever came up with a good answer. It was partly, of
course, enlightened leadership. A lot of it depends on people. And you didn't have

a Robert Mugabe, who has descended into despotism. And also you didn't have a
Kleptocracy, either. You had good leadership and a democratic tradition. It helped that Sir
Seretse was also the hereditary leader of the largest tribal grouping as well. He was the
chief as well as the political president. It was just enlightened.

Q: Now, we had, just looking at the area, you say it's an eye of the hurricane. Were there
any resident ANC (African National Congress) or the southern Rhodesian opposition?

POPE: There were.
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Q: What was happening there?

POPE: To my recollection, there was nothing happening other than just representation.
Sort of like for years the PLO would have representation in different capitals. But | can't
remember anything happening. Up north, along the borders there were some refugee
camps that were populated very heavily by young men and | did manage to get into a
couple of those. As far as | can recall, | can't remember anybody carrying guns or any

kind of training going on or anything. It was kind of like a parking station, but I'm sure
some of those people managed to get out and go back to either Rhodesia or Mozambique,
wherever they had come from.

Q: What about the Chinese? What were they up to?

POPE: It's funny, they were there in fairly surprising force. And | don't remember that they
ever actually did anything. Our focus was north with the Tanzam Railway. And | remember
they were there in fairly significant numbers but in looking back on it | don't remember they
ever did anything. | don't think they had any real impact in the place.

Q: Well this is sort of the story I've got from people who served in Africa, the Chinese had
considerable representation in the continent, outside of buildings and either railroads or
stadiums or something like that, that seemed to be it. | mean, they kind of went there, did
their building and then stayed within their compound.

POPE: That's about it. | don't remember they even built anything in Botswana that | can
recall. They must have done something but | don't recall it.

Q: Did the Soviets have representation there?
POPE: | do not recall a Soviet embassy there. Chinese for sure.

Q: South Africans, were they intrusive or?
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POPE: They were the elephant on the edge of the room. They were always, everything
was done with them in mind, like Finland to the Soviet Union. So they could have been,
they could have been a lot more intrusive. And every now and then, there was some kind
of a small raid on an individual but no real big interventions while | was there. Certainly
nothing like Namibia, which they occupied for a long time.

Q: Were you single at the time?
POPE: No, | was married.

Q: How did that- | would think it would be, well, it could be fun or not so fun for a young
couple.

POPE: It was paradise. We had two small children, we played tennis, there were lots of
pools and people grilled out all the time and had parties. The Brits were fun, the Batswana
joined in. There were some Australians there, and a small but fun international community.
It was outdoor living and we were out all the time and we had a ball. A small town.

Q: Did the outside world intrude at all? No menaces from the Libyans or?

POPE: Nothing. It was idyllic and like my hometown when | was growing up. We were not
very aware. It was wonderful. | never felt any threat. The only threat was snakes. Snakes
were a real threat. There were some very serious snakes. But in terms of political, nothing.

Q: Well, I acknowledge Botswana comes through The No. 1 Ladies' Detective Agency.

POPE: That's why it's so much fun to read, having served there. It really catches the flavor
of it.

Q: I would think it would, | mean, from what you say.
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What about, well, did you get any feel that you wanted to be an African hand as opposed
to a Soviet hand by this time or not?

POPE: | think | was kind of ambivalent but not, no, | still wanted to go somewhere else. In
fact, | went to Yugoslavia next and I think | still was gravitating more in that direction. But

| loved the first post. | felt like | honestly had a better posting than my A-100 classmates.

| remember that moment when it's sort of like the high schoolers getting their college
acceptances, the moment when everybody in A-100 found out where they were going. And
| can remember a couple of people, “Botswana? Botswhat? We're going to Paris; we're
going to serve on the visa line in Paris.” | did so much more and learned so much more in
a small post doing almost everything. But we had a little USAID mission, we had Peace
Corps so | learned about those even though | wasn't responsible for them. | ran a small
USIS (United States Information Service) library, because we had one that was an adjunct
to Pretoria even though there was no USIS officer. | was everything as the most junior guy
on the totem pole, and | got to travel around and go to parliament and meet the president,
etc. These people who went to the visa line on the first tour ... Paris is always glorious,
Paris is Paris, but in terms of the professional development, | don't think anybody got a
better first tour than | did.

Q: Well then, you were assigned to, what? Zagreb or Belgrade?
POPE: Zagreb. It was my only time at a consulate.
Q: Did you take Serbo-Croatian?

POPE: | did, over in one of those high rise buildings in Rosslyn. And again, we had native
speakers and they were excellent.

Q: Who were they?
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POPE: Father Milosevic and a lady who was really terrific, | liked her so much, can't
remember her name. Very lovely, very classy lady. And again, | liked it. | was good at it
and it turned out to be, in retrospect, my best language; | was a four-four.

Q: Were you learning Serbian or Croatian?

POPE: More Serbian, but since | was going to Zagreb | made a point of trying to ferret out
the Croatian dialect ijekavski so | could speak ijekavski when | got there and not ekavski.
And they appreciated it. And when | went to Serbia later | just switched to ekavski. So it
was okay.

Q: You were in Zagreb from when to when?
POPE: 1977 to '79.
Q: What was the situation like in Yugoslavia at that time?

POPE: Well there was a lot of concern about the Soviets because of Prague '68 and also
Tito was getting up there in age. And | think people really felt that the Soviets wouldn't
dare do anything to bring Yugoslavia back into the fold while Tito was alive. But since he
was getting up into his 80s, people were concerned that the day he died, Soviet tanks
would roll. And they had elaborate plans to go to the mountains and to retrieve stocks of
weapons to fight them. They knew they couldn't protect the plains, the north of, up toward
Hungary north of Belgrade, but there are lots of parts they-

Q: The Crimean Plain and all that.

POPE: There were lots of parts of Yugoslavia they felt, the mountains especially, they felt
they could defend and they could really give the Soviets a hell of a time.
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Q: What about, how stood the situation from this '77 to '79 period regarding Croatia
nationalists?

POPE: That was interesting. | was really struck. | knew it but sometimes you don't really
feel it until you get there. The Croats and the Serbs really did not like each other. And |
can remember a conversation with a guy who was really smart. He was a young, very
sophisticated Croatian lawyer and he'd been to the U.S. and to Canada and he'd been
to Australia, he'd been all over the world; he'd never been down to Belgrade. | said, “But,
it's only four hours down the road and that's your capital.” He said, “Not my capital, not
my capital, that's the Serbs' capital.” And | remember saying something like, “You know
that in the United States we had a civil war and it took a hundred years, but we got over
it. You've got to stop fighting World War II.” And | can remember, he said, “World War 11?
What are you talking about? We're talking about the Battle of Kosovo Polje; we're talking
about 600 years. And we're never going to forget, we are never going to be satisfied until
we are independent.” He wanted nothing to do with the Serbs. And | got the same thing
from Serbs. Croatian nationalism was very much alive.

Q: You were the Political Officer there?
POPE: Yes.
Q: Who was the Consul General?

POPE: The Consul General was Olaf Grobel. Dick Christensen was the deputy. Again, |
was the next man on the totem pole.

Q: Did you find that- in the first place, did the Croatian immigrant community in the United
States, particularly in the Midwest and out in California, did that intrude on you much? |
mean, were you getting people coming in and spouting Croatian nationalism?
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POPE: | don't remember that so much. Maybe. | may be not remembering but it doesn't
leap at me. There was a feature that | didn't understand well enough that really jumped
out at me. It was my first real experience with the Catholic Church. Now, of course, it's on
everybody's mind with the great pope, Pope John Paul Il, who has just died who became
a really major role figure and all this business with The Da Vinci Code and all of that. |
had not understood it well enough and | was really shocked to be in a communist country
where the Church had as much power as it did. That was really surprising to me. The
Cardinal in Zagreb was a major player and Tito knew it.

Q: Well you know, one of the problems going back to the time of early Tito and Cardinal
Stepinac. At this point was the Cardinal preaching Croatian nationalism or anti-orthodoxy
or?

POPE: Not so much but it was understood that it was there as an undercurrent. And the
Church, as | recall, was really demanding a big say for not preaching more of what you
are saying, was demanding a big latitude, no political interference in priests or policy or
property or any of that. As long as you left us alone we're not going to foment any kind of
major rebellion. It was a standoff.

Q: Well, as a political officer in Zagreb in a tense time, | mean, the Church had played
such a role in World War 11, not a very pleasant role but anyway.

POPE: That's right. And that was very much on peoples' minds, that was still very fresh.

Q: I would think that we would, | mean one, we would want to watch them and two, we
would want to be very careful because we've got our own Church in the United States
which has political, you know, we were reporting on a Catholic Church being beastly, this
wouldn't sit very well in some American circles. | mean, did you feel this at all?

POPE: No, not so much the American piece of it. | was just fascinated to try to understand
more about the role of the Church in Croatia and Slovenia, the principal Catholic parts, and

Interview with Mr. William P. Pope , 2011 http://www.loc.gov/item/mfdipbib001729



Library of Congress

to try to begin to peel the layers away to see what kind of role they were playing, what kind
of international relations they had, how much, how far the Cardinal and the hierarchy could
go and what kind of dance they were doing with the authorities in Belgrade. It was really
interesting to watch it. And the other thing was that it was so openly strong. Catholicism
wasn't crushed at all. In fact, it was crushing communism because | remember stories, |
never personally saw any of it, but stories that priests would tell of the knock on the back
door of the church late at night and there would be an army officer there, an army officer
and his wife and they'd be holding a little child. They'd be looking over their shoulders

and they'd whisper, “We need to have this child baptized.” The priest would answer, “But
you don't believe in God.” “Well, no, but Babushka the grandmother won't look after the
baby unless you baptize it, unless it's baptized in the Church.” So these children would get
baptized or else grandma wouldn't look after them. And they eventually prevailed.

Q: How did Slovenia fit into this?

POPE: Slovenia was extremely advanced economically. Croatia was next but Slovenia
was really, really advanced and it was overwhelmingly Catholic, even more than Croatia.
Slovenia was 99 percent; Croatia was, | don't know, 97.5 or something. And very
sophisticated. And they really didn't want to be part of Yugoslavia, | remember that. There
were some Croats who probably were sort of okay with it because Tito was a Croat, of
course, and they were sort of okay, some Croats were. But the Slovenes really, really
wanted to an independent country and part of Western Europe. They just looked at the
rest of them, especially beyond Croatia as just from some other planet; used a different
alphabet and were a different religion, because they were orthodox. And so they were the
first to go and the happiest about it.

Q: How did Bosnia-Herzegovina fit into this when you were there?

POPE: It was really interesting. | didn't get so involved with that until the next phase when
| got transferred down to Belgrade. That was '79 to '81. And that was interesting because
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| was doing primarily foreign policy reporting, but | had one internal reporting responsibility
and that was Bosnia-Herzegovina. And | made a lot of trips down to Sarajevo and that
place was fascinating, Sarajevo was an intellectual ferment kind of a place and it was filled
with artists and writers and painters. But it was basically, especially the Muslim nationality,
the way it was understood in Tito's Yugoslavia was really an artificial construct. It was
meant as a way to balance the Serbs and the Croats, to have a kind of third balancing
mechanism against the Serbs and the Croats. And it was understood that, of all of the
different republics of the old Yugoslavia, Bosnia was always the most difficult, it was a
balance place. And it was always, it was difficult because Slovenia was overwhelmingly
Slovenes, Croatia was Croats, Serbs, but Bosnia-Herzegovina was a different animal. It
was Yugoslavia in miniature.

Q: Did you get down into the enclave of Croatian settlement in, well, Herzegovina, | guess.
POPE: Yes, sure.

Q: I mean, did you get the feeling while you were in Croatia that they were looking forward
to taking over a sizeable hunk of Bosnia?

POPE: Not so much, not yet. It was a little early. They had great empathy for them, but no,
| think it was early for that when | was there.

Q: Did you get any feel for in Croatia the political class? Were they sort of a nominal
communist but really working on more of a different system?

POPE: Yes. Exactly. First of all, in Slovenia and Croatia, they were really much more
Western. They used the Western alphabet, they were Catholics, they were much more
westernized and they were no more committed communists than any other place. That's
what the system was and you had to get along inside the system. But | don't believe,
especially in those two republics, there was ever a committed communist. They were just
trying to go along and get along. And a lot of them were entrepreneurs; they'd go from

Interview with Mr. William P. Pope , 2011 http://www.loc.gov/item/mfdipbib001729



Library of Congress

the party to running a big factory, big enterprise. They probably, a lot of them became
millionaires, | would bet, after Yugoslavia came apart and Croatia and Slovenia became
independent. Because most of the productive capacity was in those two and they used to
grumble like hell about sending a lot of their revenues to the poorer southern parts; “We
work and they take the money.”

Q: How was the United States viewed in Croatia in this period?

POPE: Oh well, we were very positive. Just for our history and our tolerance of religion
and our going against tyranny and wanting to contain the Soviet Union. Because they were
petrified of the Soviet Union, of course.

Q: When you moved over to Belgrade, what were you doing there?
POPE: Political Section.

Q: Who was the ambassador?

POPE: Larry Eagleburger.

Q: And DCM was?

POPE: Jack Scanlon.

Q: Say you had the foreign policy thing. First place, how'd you find going to Serbia, | mean
going to Belgrade? | mean, was it a jolt?

POPE: Not too much. Certainly the Croats considered themselves superior to the Serbs.
They used to tell this joke about why are the Turks so backward? Because they were
associated with the Serbs for 500 years. And the Serbs in their turn would tell jokes about
the Croats. But Belgrade was the capital and there was a large diplomatic community,
many, many countries had relations, more than probably they would have if they hadn't
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been such big players in the non-aligned movement. So not such a jolt. And | could
already read the language because of Russian. So | could read and the Croatian and
Serbian languages aren't very different, it's like British English and American English. They
say they're two different languages. They're not. It's the same language; it's just different
accents and some words different. Just like we and the Brits, we'll say truck and they'll say
lorry. Or we'll say elevator and they'll say lift. The Serbs and the Croats had some words
different.

Q: Yuhan Supa.

POPE: Yes. And bread, kleb and kruh. That kind of thing for bread. But it's still basically
the same language so it wasn't too difficult. What | liked is being at the Embassy. | always
wanted to be at embassies and having been once at a consulate, that confirmed that

| always wanted to be in embassies after that because it was the center of the action.
Consulates were a little bit of an afterthought.

Q: What was the political situation with Tito? | mean, was there sort of a scurrying around
and people trying to line themselves up for when Tito went? What was the feeling?

POPE: There was a lot of apprehension about the Soviets. And | think that at one level

a lot of people felt that Tito would never die. | remember he was 87 and there was a joke
going around, “What will Yugoslavia be like in 20 years?” And the joke was “Well, first of
all, Tito will be 107.” And | guess a lot of people just felt he would never die and so the
issue would never have to be faced. The other thing is, | think at least the Party people
were all desperate to figure out some way to hold it all together. And a lot of people below
that felt that there's no way it could be held together unless the Soviets invaded and then
they would pull together in some way to fight them but over the long run it couldn't hold
together. | don't remember anybody thinking it was going to happen the way it did, as
violently, with as much violence as it did. But a lot of apprehension | remember.
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Q: Was Milosevic at all a figure?
POPE: Don't remember.

Q: We've talked about most of the things there but | would like to ask you about were there
any foreign policy initiatives taken, were you seeing any work on trying to do something

to keep the Russians from coming in? And was this a political issue or what other issues
were we dealing with and | guess also did Kosovo raise its head at all? We'll talk about
that.

POPE: Okay.

Q: Great.

POPE: Good. Thanks.

Q: Okay. Today is the 26th of May, 2006.

Were there any foreign policy initiatives or programs or something going on at this time?
Because is your bag, wasn't it?

POPE: | was still pretty far down in the food chain. There may have been some things
that Ambassador Eagleburger and others were involved in that | don't remember. For us,
honestly it was more of a watching brief to see how this new rotating presidency would
manage and whether they could persuade the Soviets to stay out. There was a lot of fear
because of Afghanistan, of course, and other things that had happened in Europe like
Czechoslovakia before. But particularly the most recent was Afghanistan. | remember
there was a lot of gallows humor going around. How much is the cost of a tram ride in
Belgrade? Two kopeks. Instead of the Yugoslav currency.

Q: The dinar, yes.
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POPE: Yes, there was a lot of gallows humor. And it was more of a watching brief to

see whether they would, because it was really all non-entities in this alleged rotating
presidency which held for a little while but not very long. But of course the Soviets, in
retrospect looking back, had plenty of problems of their own at that point. They had huge
problems like we do now.

Q: Well, by this time was the non-aligned movement, which Yugoslavia had been very
prominent in, was it dead?

POPE: No, | don't think so. | remember it was still a concern and we were delighted that
Tito and Yugoslavia kept its, even though they were communists, at least they kept their
independence from the Warsaw Pact and he took opportunities to make very clear his
unwillingness to be subjugated to the Soviet Union. And we were all for that, we wanted
as much of that as possible. But | remember a countervailing but not predominant issue
was the non-aligned movement and it was frustrating. In the United States, there was a
lot of feeling that the UN itself, the United Nations was not a very balanced organization
and there were so many little countries leaning towards the Soviets and so reflexively
anti-American. Or took the other side of issues, whatever it was. And it was a little bit like
that. There was real frustration at this so-called non-aligned movement, which looked
suspiciously to a lot of people, including me, looked really much more aligned than non-
aligned.

Q: Well, it basically was, | mean.

POPE: It was, and it was frustrating. In the end of the day, compared with the big issues
of whether the Soviet Union would survive or not survive, it was relatively of secondary
importance. But at the time, when that's one of the main things you're working on, it's
frustrating. They were so imbalanced with Indonesia and other countries.

Q: What about relations with oh, Hungary, Bulgaria, Romania?
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POPE: You mean Yugoslavia's relations?
Q: Yugoslavia's.

POPE: Oh, they were very good all the way around, they had good relations. And | don't
know exactly how the Soviets felt about it at the time, given the Warsaw Pact, but | have
the recollection that Ceausescu and others were trying to find some wiggle room to have
good relations with Yugoslavia. Of course, there were lots of reasons with Romania, for
example, and Hungary, ones they shared a common border with; they had river issues and
the dam they were working on together and all that.

Q: Well now, | can't remember if we covered it or not, but Tito's health during the time you
were there, did it give way? | mean, how stood Tito? Or was he gone by then?

POPE: When | arrived in '77, as far as anyone knew he was in fine health, he was in
complete control. And | guess later, | don't remember the exact timing, | moved down

to Belgrade in summer of '79 to go into the political section there, and he died I think in
May of '80. So by that point it was beginning to be obvious that he was more frail and
people were concerned. And | remember there was one bout of something that he had that
concerned people a lot and then he appeared to rally and seemed much closer to the old
Tito and people relaxed and then he suddenly died. And that's in particular when there was
so much apprehension. None of these other individuals who were moving into this rotating
presidency, none of them were really figures of any stature compared to Tito. There was
only Tito. And there was a lot of worry about how it would all come out, not just the Soviets
but was this any kind of a formula for governing.

Q: Well you know, having been in Croatia before, were there noises coming out of Croatia
that you recall that, you know, it's getting ready to split or not?

POPE: No, not yet, not quite. But, that had always been there. | think | mentioned the last
time we met about this friend of mine who'd been all over the world, a Croatian lawyer, and
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he refused to go down the road to Belgrade. “I'm never going until | need a passport to

go and a visa, until we're independent.” And so there was that feeling, they never wanted
to be part of it, the overwhelming majority. There may have been a few who were true
believing communists who believed in the SFRY (Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia)
but not so many. But | don't remember, | think it was a little premature at that point. | think
it was felt that it would last for awhile.

Q: You mentioned the SFRY, this is the Socialist Republic-

POPE: Socialist Federal Republic of Yugoslavia. I'm sure there were a few people who
believed in that but most of the overwhelming people, particularly in Slovenia and Croatia,
they wanted nothing to do with it.

Q: Did you find there was a difference in attitude at the embassy in Belgrade about
Yugoslavia? | mean, more Serb-oriented or not?

POPE: | don't remember that, more Serb-oriented. It was a fascinating time to be there,
with all the fears generated and particularly out of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. And
then Tito's becoming obviously more frail. It was a fascinating time to be there and then his
death and the attempt to hold together some kind of a unified front. No, | don't remember
that.

Q: Did you get to travel much?
POPE: You mean inside?
Q: Yes.

POPE: Sure. | was doing primarily the foreign policy reporting. | had one internal
responsibility. We also traveled, of course, just as a family, for vacation up to Slovenia and
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we went down to Greece and by doing that we went through various parts of, south of us,
like Macedonia, for example. So, sure.

Q: How did the Iranian hostage crisis strike in Yugoslavia or was there much interest in
that?

POPE: That's a good question. You mean on the part of the Yugoslavs and the
government?

Q: Yugoslavs, yes.

POPE: Well, it was a huge story, a huge story everywhere. And | don't remember any
particular sympathy for that kind of behavior. There was a certain amount of sort of Third
World sympathy or whatever you want to call it, non-aligned developing world sympathy,
but Yugoslavs had embassies everywhere and a rather sophisticated foreign ministry and
foreign policy and their people had been, had traveled a lot and | don't think there was a
shred of sympathy anywhere for taking embassies hostage like that. | don't recall it.

Q: Well then, you left there in?
POPE: '81.

Q: '81. By the way, how did the, what were you getting from your diplomatic and Yugoslav
colleagues about the election of Ronald Reagan? Did that come as sort of a shock?

POPE: | don't remember. | don't know how shocked they were, at least the people |

knew, particularly the foreign ministry people. Again, many, many of them had served

in Washington and spoke English and had some concept of the United States and

they understood our peculiar way of doing politics. They had their own peculiar way of
doing politics, so. | don't remember any huge shock about that. There probably was, in
retrospect, if | think back; that was a long time ago now. But if | think back there probably
was because they probably felt that Jimmy Carter was somebody they- he came out there
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while | was there. And | think he was well received and viewed as being sympathetic
toward broader kinds of things that the Yugoslavs were interested in so probably that he
wasn't reelected probably was a surprise to some people.

Q: Did human rights, was this at all an issue in Yugoslavia?
POPE: Well, we raised it. There was the human rights report and we always contributed.
Q: Well, there weren't a lot of, if | recall-

POPE: No, because everybody we knew had a passport and traveled and went abroad.
For example, they went to Trieste a lot, they went to Trieste to shop. And they had foreign
currency and passports and they came back. There wasn't any such thing as a defection.
If you didn't want to live in Yugoslavia, you wanted to move to Canada, if you could

get an immigrant visa to Canada, you moved. That's all. And so it was different from, it
was sort of communist but not really. There were some people who were deprived of
something, job or briefly imprisoned or something, but it was at a different scale than in
the Warsaw Pact, in particular the Soviet Union with the gulags and all that. It certainly
was not a democracy. But again, it was a different scale. So yes, sure, that was one of
the issues that we talked about, freedom of the press and that kind of thing. They had,
again for a communist country, they had quite an amount of freedom of the press but it
was below the Tito and party level. But the papers in Zagreb and Belgrade roasted the
local officials. | remember they had one, in Zagreb they had one wonderful cartoonist who
would have been a hit anywhere, his name was Pero, which meant “pen”, and he was
terrific. And | just remember there was one cartoon where there was a street repair crew
and the boss was telling them, “Hurry up and fill in that hole, because they're digging it up
again tomorrow.” They just tore up the local officials all the time. So it was quasi-free by
comparison with points east.

Q: Well then you left in '81. Whither?
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POPE: Back to Washington.
Q: What job did you have?

POPE: | was the Libya Desk Officer. It was interesting because | had gone in to ask
Ambassador Eagleburger what | ought to do and | remember he suggested that an
obvious next step might be to be a desk officer. And so | looked at the vacancies and

| happened to see the Tunisia desk officer and | thought, well that might be kind of
interesting, to learn something about North Africa, not having served in the NEA bureau
before, so why not try it. So | bid on it and the next thing | know | got a call from the Office
Director who said, “We're really looking forward to having you as the Libya Desk Officer
in Office of North African Affairs.” And | replies that there had been a mistake because
the job | bid on was the Tunisia desk officer. He said, “Oh yes, but we changed that.” So
somebody else got that and you're the Libya Desk Officer. And | just remember being
puzzled because we had no embassy there and they had no embassy and | didn't really
know what | was going to do. Well, in retrospect it was a fascinating, it was a terrific job
and we didn't need any embassy for it to be very interesting.

Q: You did it from '81 to?

POPE: '83.

Q: '83. Okay, let's talk about it.
POPE: It was a terrific, interesting job.

Q: What were the state of relations and why were they the way they were in '81 when you
got there?

POPE: It was dominated by the fact that Qadhafi had seen what had happened in Tehran
and had decided, also in '79, that he needed his own embassy takeover. The mullahs in
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Iran couldn't be the only ones, so Qadhafi organized schoolchildren apparently — this was
before my time but | read up on it — they brought in busloads of people and told them just
scale that wall and trash the Embassy. And our folks fortunately were able to get out the
back door and to safety. But it was not some kind of spontaneous uprising by the people;
he organized it and bussed people in to make it happen because he wanted his own
embassy takeover. Well of course we broke relations and we threw them out as well and
we had protecting powers. If | recall correctly, they had the UAE (United Arab Emirates)
and we had the Belgians, | believe, in Tripoli. Qadhafi was pretty close to public enemy
number one at that point among the non-communists.

Q: When you went there, as desk officer for Libya, what were you getting from your
colleagues about Qadhafi? Was he a nut, was he a calculating person? | mean, what was
going on?

POPE: Eccentric. Nut would be going too far but he was an eccentric, a mystic, much
more comfortable in his tent out in the desert than in the halls of power, ruthless with
opposition. But also he was a kind of a megalomaniac in the sense that he viewed himself
as a major world leader, at least a major Arab leader who happened to have been born
and brought into a stage that was too small for him; in fact, considerably too small. And
he both wanted to conquer neighbors but also to create organizations or alliances with
himself at the center of ideally the entire Arab world and if not at least all of North Africa,
with himself at the center and the others circulating around in his orbit. And Chad, you
know, he actually actively had troops in Chad and was working in many other areas to
destabilize.

Q: Yes, | have accounts of him appearing in, I'm not sure whether it was Central African
Republic or a Central African empire, whatever it was. But you know, it was gifts and all
this in other places too. | mean, he was on the road a lot, | guess.
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POPE: He tried to buy influence or, where he couldn't buy it, he tried to create it by
destabilizing, by creating or enabling dissident movements.

Q: How did we view, this is during the time you were there, '81 to '83?
POPE: Right.
Q: How did we view Qadhafi's connection to terrorism at the time?

POPE: He was an important player. He gave refuge to terrorists, he trained terrorists, he
supported terrorists; he was a state player in terrorism.

Q: What were we, in the first place, as the desk officer for a country with which we had no
formal relations but a power of the Belgians, what sort of information were you getting and
how did you keep track of what was happening?

POPE: Obvious ways. There were other parts of the government that were collecting
information, not the State Department, but there were other people. There were the press
and other allied countries that had embassies there that shared information. There were
academics. It wasn't a completely closed society; there were a lot of embassies there and
there were people going in and out.

Q: Did we have oil people there at the time?

POPE: | think not. My recollection was that all of that had been prohibited and in fact even
before it was prohibited I think, if | recall, he threw all the Americans out. And there were a
number of major U.S. oil companies that had had legitimate activities there for which they
had paid that were suing. It was a very messy situation from the commercial point of view,
lots of claims against Libya, wanting assets frozen in the States, that kind of thing.
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Q: Well did- were we able to in a way deal with Qadhafi's government? | mean, were there
contacts in other places or through other embassies? In other words, was there some sort
of relationship?

POPE: No. | don't think, to my recollection there was no relationship, but there were
channels. There were the protecting power channels in both directions and they would
carry any messages that we wanted carried. But we really didn't have too many messages
because we had laid out very clearly you need to stop supporting international terrorists,
not harbor people like Carlos the Jackal, and you need to stay out of your neighbors'
affairs, withdraw troops from Chad. And eventually the Chadians kicked them out. The
Chadians eventually just slaughtered the Libyan military and drove them back across

into Libya. But stop trying to destabilize other countries in Africa, stop interfering more
directly in your neighbors' affairs, forswear terrorism, that kind of thing. And then at that
point we can look at some kind of contact or relationship; it's up to you. And from time to
time, | remember there'd be some kind of a message that came from some source, even
private, commercial source once | remember, someone who represented a company said,
basically | was given this message, | don't know what to do with it, here. And it basically
said, “I don't know what you want; we don't know what you want from us.” And it was
tiresome in the sense that they knew exactly what we wanted; Qadhafi just didn't want to
do it. He hadn't come around to the idea that-

Q: What did we want?
POPE: Well, what | just said, for him to be-
Q: Renounce terrorism.

POPE: Renounce terrorism. Not just renounce but actually stop. Renouncing is one thing
but to actually stop harboring and supporting international terrorists wasn't so much the
kind of terrorism we're primarily dealing with today, it was more secular, it was more Carlos
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the Jackal type terrorists. Stop supporting them and harboring them and helping them.
Leave your neighbors alone, withdraw military forces and stop meddling in places like the
Gambia and other places where he was trying to foment coups. It was crystal clear, he
wasn't ready to move that way. He eventually got there but that was many, many years
later.

Q: How did we see his, at that time, his ties to the Soviet Union?

POPE: | don't want to be imprecise here. My recollection is that because he was against
us we probably felt he probably leaned towards the Soviets. But | don't remember that he
had Soviet troops or anything like that.

Q: He wasn't considered a tool of the Soviets?

POPE: No, | don't think so. It was more somebody who wanted to be a big figure in the
non-aligned movement and therefore probably was more leaning toward them than toward
us. He clearly wasn't leaning toward us; we were really pretty much mortal enemies at that
point after he destroyed our embassy.

Q: What about Libyan students in the United States?

POPE: | don't think there were very many. | remember there were some issues having
to do with Libyan students and | think we pretty much, he either withdrew them or we
withdrew them. There weren't very many. We had, | think, pretty good reason, as | recall,
to think that a lot of them were not just students, were more than students. And | don't
think there were very many, if any.

Q: Was Libya messing around with the IRA (Irish Republican Army) up in Northern Ireland
at that time?
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POPE: My recollection is that they were, that there was some kind of more financial or
arms support to them. Even if | wanted to | couldn't be more precise with you but there was
something, there was some, yes, I'm sure of it.

Q: What about were you there when, was it the Berlin nightclub La Belle or whatever it
was?

POPE: Yes.

Q: Was that happening on your watch?

POPE: Yes.

Q: How did that play out? Could you explain what it was and what happened?

POPE: That was a Libyan intelligence operation. | don't think it's very secret any more; it
came out in the paper. And in fact, the President decided for whatever reasons to actually
release an intercept in which the Libyan government back in Tripoli said go do this and
then the Libyan mission in Berlin came back and said, “We did and we're heroes. We did
it.” And a couple of U.S. servicemen and a Turkish woman were killed as | recall. It was a
direct Libyan terrorist attack, not something inspired indirectly by the government of Libya.

Q: And then how did our response come about? | mean, did you get involved in our
response?

POPE: That occurred after my time. The reason | remember it so well is because | was
serving in Paris at that point and | was on the other end of that process about our having
made a decision to retaliate once we understood and the Paris connection to all of that. So
| guess that was after my time on the Libya desk, but | remember it all very clearly.
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Q: Well what about-we'll come to that, then later-but how were ties between its two
neighbors, Egypt and Tunisia?

POPE: They were bad, bad with both. The Egyptians, | don't remember whether they were
actually worried about Qadhafi or whether it was more annoyance. | think it was more the
latter. | don't think they really feared Qadhafi very much, but he proposed a merger of the
two, of Egypt and Libya into some kind of, there was some name for united, you know, it
was like the United Arab Emirates, it wasn't that but United Arab something and that lasted
about a day and then the Egyptians-

Q: We have these damned things of-
POPE: The Egyptians dissolved that.
Q: -the Egyptians with Syria and with Yemen.

POPE: Yes. And so it was always, it was always rocky, rocky with Egypt but it was really
rocky with Tunisia because | remember they were trying to destabilize, the Libyans were
fooling around inside Tunisia. | can't recall exactly what they were doing, but the Tunisians
were really, really unhappy with the Libyans at that point, with good reason. In fact, the
Libyans didn't have good relations with anybody, Morocco, Algeria, they were supporting
the Polisario. They were just a very negative, destabilizing force, both across North Africa
and also south from there.

Q: Well, were you getting the feeling that France and Italy were getting quite a bit of
petroleum products from there, were sort of taking a less hostile stand towards Libya than
we were? And was this an annoyance?

POPE: Well, certainly the Italians had a different view toward it for many years, even
recently; in recent years they've had a very different view toward Qadhafi. I'm talking
about before he gave up the weapons of mass destruction. The French were a mixed bag
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because | think in general they had a different way of approaching these things than we
did. But, at the same time, they also were very actively involved in making sure that the
Chadians could withstand and eventually expel the Libyans. Active involvement of troop
units moving into a Francophone country was beyond the pale for the French, but they
always looked with less active concern on governments like Libya than we did.

And as far as annoyance, | don't remember any annoyance that was too serious. It was
sort of like the non-aligned movement, it was our feeling toward them. It was annoying
but it wasn't too critical because those were key NATO allies as well. And we had the big
iIssue; the big issue was the Soviet Union and the Fulda Gap and all of that.

Q: If I recall with Chad, with the French help, they ended up with a hell of a lot of Libyan
prisoners, didn't they?

POPE: | don't know whether hell of a lot but they had some for sure. And there were other
situations that | either recall from the time or | have read subsequently where there weren't
S0 many prisoners taken. There were potential prisoners but they ended up being more
like dead Libyans. | remember reading in the press about this one unit that was swooped
down on with their Chadians from all directions with their Toyota Land Cruisers. | recall
that the report was that they wiped the Libyans out to the last man, just massacred this
one Libyan brigade. So | don't know how many prisoners they had, but they had some,
yes, they did. Could have had more, | think.

Q: Well, you left- in the first place, it must have been a hell of a lot of fun.

POPE: It was fun. It was so different than other desk officers. | was meeting people at
very high levels and involved in things that | would have never done if | had been a more
normal desk officer. It was a very interesting time.

Q: Did you get any feel, I'm not trying to pry secrets and all but for the role of the CIA?
Were you getting good stuff from them or not or how did you feel about it?
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POPE: Yes. | think, my recollection was that it was pretty good. | mean, | still hadn't been
in very long, in the service. Analyzing intelligence is one of those things, even if you're
not in intelligence, even if you just use it a lot, over the years as you get more seasoned,
you get a better feel for it and a better sense for it. And it was all kind of golly gee for me
because it was the first time I'd served in Washington. I'd been overseas up to that point.
And you know, to actually go out to the CIA and to go to the White House for meetings
was exciting.

Q: What did you do at the White House?

POPE: Oh, there would be meetings, briefings on what Qadhafi was doing. | don't
remember any specific meetings but with the NSC (National Security Council), with the
NSC person for the Middle East, and to compare notes.

Q: Well then, you were off to Paris?

POPE: No. | stayed two more years in Washington, '83 to '85, | was the Special Assistant
to Chet Crocker in African Affairs.

Q: Well that must have been quite a time; he was a major player in those days.

POPE: He was. And he had the best front office. First of all, Chet was there, Chet Crocker
was there for eight years, which is very, very rare, almost unprecedented. Plus, he was

a political appointee, but he came in as a deep expert in Africa, published. He also was

the most brilliant person | ever worked for, before or since, in terms of just sheer force of
intellect. And just a terrific person, I'm a huge Chet Crocker fan. But he also had a fabulous
front office. Frank Wisner was the PDAS, the Principal DAS. You must have done an oral
history on Frank Wisner. If not, you certainly should. And you know his background and

his dad and all of that. And then Princeton Lyman who later went on to be Ambassador in
South Africa and Assistant Secretary for 10. Jim Bishop. It was a terrific, terrific front office
and we had real smart office directors, Ed Perkins who went on to become the Director
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General of the Foreign Service, people at that level, Ed Bogosian, Bob Frasure, the late
Bob Frasure, and Nancy Ely-Raphael and many other people were either in the Bureau or
working on these issues. And it was really, it was just fabulous to be in AF at that point.

Q: Well then, staff assistant, what were you doing?
POPE: | was the Special Assistant. We had a couple of staff assistants.
Q: What was your job?

POPE: At one level it was the paper role, to make sure that, | was the principal link with
the Seventh Floor Secretariat to make sure paper got in on time and was good quality. |
was the link back and forth to the bureaucracy on the Seventh Floor Executive Secretariat.
But | also sat in on all the evening meetings of the DASes, so | was like a junior DAS, not
in decision making capabilities, but | was in on everything and | traveled with Chet some.
Sometimes | did and sometimes | didn't. But it was a terrific view because there was a lot
more going on than just Chad. Chad was a real issue, no question, Chad and other parts
of Francophone Africa. But also Chet Crocker was focused on southern Africa and that
was just fascinating to watch him, watch him work and sometimes to be privileged enough
to go with him.

Q: Did you get any feel for the relationship between Crocker and his issues and George
Shultz and Shultz's staff?

POPE: | usually wasn't in on those meetings at that point. But | remember my impression
Is that Crocker had very high regard for George Shultz, as did everybody else, huge
regard. And | know that his issues got a lot of attention, Chet's, Chet Crocker's, particularly
the southern Africa, South Africa, Namibia, the Cubans, Angola got a lot of attention on the
Seventh Floor and I'm sure in the rest of Washington, as well.
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Q: As you were up there did you sample that? | mean, what did this do for you vis-#-vis the
African Bureau? Were you interested in getting involved in that, | mean, African specialist?

POPE: | considered it, | thought about it. | thought about it and it was one of those “see
where things take me.” But | was interested in Africa, | liked it, I'd had my first tour, as |
mentioned earlier | had my first tour there and liked it a lot. And there's something about
Africa that's very human and | enjoyed my travel around. There is poverty and sometimes
it's discouraging, but there was something about it that | found very appealing. | was just
so impressed by the quality of the people who were working on it, either directly in AF, the
Africa Bureau or around it.

Q: Well also | would imagine that even though you're just in sort of a staff position you had
the feeling that there was some progress being made, didn't you?

POPE: Oh, sure.
Q: I mean, like Chad.
POPE: Sure, sure.

Q: And southern Africa. | mean, you know, there are some places where you're just almost
babysitting problems.

POPE: Right. And there were plenty of problems, but there were good people dealing with
them and Crocker was determined to make some progress. And | remember at one point
| said something to him like, “I know you have a good plan and | know you are doing your
absolute best, but you need to be realistic that the odds are low that you're ever going

to talk the Cubans into leaving Angola and the South Africans into leaving Namibia. It's
worth trying and let's keep working hard at it but... And he would just not be deterred,

he wouldn't give up and he in the end was successful and the Cubans sailed away and
Namibia became independent and it was a great triumph.
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Q: What was our feeling towards the Cubans at that time? What was in it for them?

POPE: Well, the feelings were just as negative as they could be. Cuba was interfering in
S0 many places, not just in Africa. Africa was just one more. It was a little bit like Qadhafi,
not that Castro and Qadhafi were parallel in any way, but it was the sense of too small a
stage for a huge ego and even though they were surviving because of sugar subsidies
from the Soviet Union, Castro still felt that he needed to fool around in South America and
in Central America and even as far away as Africa. You remember the accords that ended
in Portuguese granting independence to Angola and sailing away. It was supposed to be-

Q: '74 or something like that.

POPE: -it was supposed to be three-party government, of which the MPLA (Movimento
Popular de Libertacao de Angola) was only one. And you had UNITA (Uniao Nacional para
a Independencia Total de Angola—National Union for Total Independence of Angola) and
the FNLA (Frente Nacional de Libertacao de Angola—National Front for the Liberation of
Angola) and they were supposed to jointly rule. The MPLA decided for its own reasons
that it would bring in mercenaries, basically, to shoot the others out and they would take
sole power. At least that's how it was viewed. And we felt it was totally illegitimate for

the Cubans to be in Angola without the permission of what had been the agreed-upon
government. And two-thirds of that agreed-on government were fighting them. And we felt
they had no business being there at all.

Q: Well, during this time what did you, you say you were sort of relaxed about where you
wanted to go? | mean, how did things work out for you?

POPE: Oh, they worked out really well. | had a fabulous assignment, | had really wonderful
assignments all the way across, | was really, really lucky. That one was terrific. It was a
one-year assignment, the Special Assistant job and Chet asked me to stay a second year
and | was delighted to do it because it was so interesting being around him, to watch him
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work, being peripherally involved with these issues. But also | then went off to Paris, to
the Political Section because there was a Middle East watcher and an Africa watcher in
Paris and a Middle East watcher and an Africa watcher in London. You were mentioning
Robin Raphael she was the, | think, Middle East watcher in London at that point. And
Paris was an endlessly fascinating area from which to watch Africa because there was
nothing the French didn't know about what was going on in Francophone Africa. And they
wanted to know lots about what was going on in Anglophone Africa and they wanted to
trade off, they wanted me to brief them on things that were happening in English-speaking
places. And my job was to try to get them to talk, to try to get them to share because there
was no question whether they knew, because they had completely penetrated all the
Francophones.

Q: Well then, you were in Paris from when to when?
POPE: '85 to '88. In the Political Section; it was absolutely great.
Q: Who was the ambassador?

POPE: The Ambassador was a gentleman from Tennessee, he was a political appointee,
had been the finance chairman for Reagan, a gentleman named Joe Rodgers.

Q: Did he play much of a role in your business or were you pretty far down the line?

POPE: | was, first of all, pretty far down the line and second, he was a businessman,
a very successful one, and he was much more focused on, as | recall, on trade and
business.

Q: Who was the president? Was Mitterrand the president?
POPE: Yes. And he had his folks at the Elycee, including his son, Jean-Christophe.

Q: I was going to say, his son was-
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POPE: Jean-Christophe was one of the advisors. The main one was a gentleman named
Guy Penne in the Elycee. And it was interesting because it was the first “cohabitation”
government, the President and Prime Ministers from different parties. Chirac was the
Mayor of Paris for a while and then Prime Minister, and it was very interesting to watch all
of that, how that all came down, even though that wasn't my primary beat. My beat was
Africa, but I still was living there and watching it.

Q: Well, let's talk about this, the French government in Africa at that time, | mean, the
relationship was, as you say very close. In many cases it was almost cozy from the way of
oh, money and other relationships. Were we observing this and commenting on this back
to Washington?

POPE: Sure. Of course.

Q: You know, one thinks of diamonds going to the Seine or to Mitterrand himself. Was
this?

POPE: | don't remember that particular business.

Q: This has been sort of the accusations. But how did you feel, | mean, how about
Mitterrand's son? | mean, was he the person you would see?

POPE: He was one. He wasn't the only one.

Q: How did you find the French? Were they taking and not giving or giving and not taking
or how did it work?

POPE: No. | guess | was fortunate or did my job right but | had good relations across the
board. Not just at the Foreign Ministry with people you would expect to be able to relate
to but at the Matignon, at the Elycee and elsewhere. It seemed like the entire French
government had people in various places who were Africa specialists. | got to know most
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of those people and was able to have interesting conversations. And it was not one-way at
all. In fact, it was certainly more coming from them than went back.

Q: Well, did you find at a certain period, | think we probably were by this time in the '80s
were past it but still, the French, when we first went in Africa sort of became independent
thing; the French are extremely wary of the United States-

POPE: Yes.
Q: -thinking that we wanted to take over.
POPE: Yes.

Q: Which of course is the last thing in the world that we wanted to do and particularly
Francophone and the Anglophone too.

POPE: You could not convince them of that, though. When | was there, they still believed
that or at least they were still concerned about it. t was still a worry to them, that we
somehow wanted to take over and take a lead role. | can't imagine what could make them
think, that but they did.

Q: I mean, you know, the idea of the United States wanting to push the French aside in
Chad or something like that, | mean, it's ludicrous when you think about it.

POPE: It was, but they were worried, they were concerned about it. And | suppose if you
look at the broader world picture you can understand why. Being a member of the Security
Council and their dominant position in at least parts of Africa, that was much of what was
left of what had been great glory at one point. And so | guess that was something that
needed to be rather fiercely protected. It just didn't need to be protected. But they didn't
accept that. They were still worried about it when | was there.

Interview with Mr. William P. Pope , 2011 http://www.loc.gov/item/mfdipbib001729



Library of Congress

Q: Yes, well, | think it's as an empire shrinks, | mean, this is true of Spain at the turn of the
century on Cuba. | mean, they lost everything else and whereas normally the problems
they had in Cuba could probably be- things could have been settled by accommodation.
They just couldn't do it.

POPE: Right.

Q: But did you find yourself getting into long discussions about what in hell's in it for the
United States?

POPE: Sometimes. Those questions were asked sometimes and others. | could just tell
that they wanted us to continue to stay in the background; they didn't want us to challenge
them. But yes, sometimes there were such discussions.

Q: How did they view our policy towards particularly southern Africa at this time? | mean,

| would imagine that the French, being probably the most skeptical of all nations, and
here was Crocker tilting at this windmill, which he eventually succeeded in overcoming or
knocking down, whatever you want to call it. But as you say yourself, we're dubious about
how it would come about. How were the French looking at what we were trying to do?

POPE: Like most other European countries; they had formal diplomatic relations with the
Marxist government in Luanda, the MPLA. And so from that point of view, my recollection
Is that they felt that we were too ideological and not practical enough, that the Cubans
and Marxists together had won. They had taken the capital and that's what counted and
had shot their way into power and had forced the others out into the countryside. And that
was just the way it is and that we ought to accept it and go forward. Of course they would
want us to succeed over the long term in getting South Africa out of Namibia, if possible,
and overturning apartheid in South Africa, should that ever become possible. But in terms
of the most sensitive piece of it right at the time, Angola and the Cuban presence, | don't
know, | just don't recall that they felt that the fact that the Cubans had come in there and
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upset the balance at the request of one of the three original parties so, not a big deal.
That's my recollection of it.

Q: How were the French viewing, | mean, while you were there, did we get involved with
the French on Libya and particularly with them messing around in Chad?

POPE: Oh yes.
Q: What were we doing and the French were doing?

POPE: We had very close cooperation on that issue. | don't recall how much of that
remains classified, probably not very much of it anymore it was so long ago, 20 years ago.
But there was very close cooperation in helping the Chadians drive, | mean, we didn't have
troops there, | don't think the French had any troops there to my recollection.

Q: Well, the had troops.

POPE: Well, but small, | mean advisors, they didn't send in armies and we didn't send in
armies; the Chadians did it. But we worked closely, had very close cooperation with them
on that particular issue because we both felt that the Libyans had no business with military
units there.

Q: There seems to be this relationship, particularly with the French and correct me if I'm
wrong, but in Africa always having coups or problems and there seems to be this thing
where we've got the airlift and they've got, you know, a few spare brigades of paratroopers
or something. Were you involved in any of these sort of movements of getting our Air
Force to take to the French troops from point A to point B to quiet things and all that?

POPE: | don't remember about the transporting of the French troops but in the broad level
of cooperation that you are talking about, their having troops available for short-term kind

of putting things down in a capital to make sure that the foreigners were all gotten out, I'm
sure we had some evidences of that, some situations like that, I'm sure we must have. |
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don't remember that we flew any French troops while | was actually in Paris and working
on those issues. We might have but | don't think so. They had their own airlift.

Q: Yes. They had their own airlift and at a certain level we can put more in.

POPE: Yes. But they had enough to move their own folks around and it didn't take so
many. They would bring in a Foreign Legion unit and it would quickly dominate a situation.

Q: Did you run into, | mean, looking at the French Foreign Ministry and other places you
were dealing with, did you have any feel about the French both political but also the civil
service system there? How'd you feel about this?

POPE: Well, some of the people | dealt with were delightful, people you'd want as friends
of any nationality and some others were really, really arrogant. And | think their situation,
their system, produces or at least elevates and rewards a certain amount of arrogance.
That's the truth of it. I'm not French-bashing because we loved our tour there and there
are some absolutely lovely, delightful people but there were some people who were very
arrogant and very condescending toward the United States. They were very dismissive of
us as a “very young country with no real history” and sort of semi-noble savages from the
western forest and 1,000 years down the line we might begin to understand some of the
deeper mysteries of the universe. But right now we're much too young and too na#ve to
really understand anything. That was very frustrating, as you can imagine.

Q: Did you get any reverberations or this just wasn't your bag, about the changes that
were beginning to happen in the Soviet Union? You know, you had the death of several
Soviet leaders and the rise of Gorbachev and all that and | was wondering whether that
affected the thinking of people in the political section.

POPE: A little but it wasn't quite defined enough yet that it came through to me in Paris.
There were issues in Africa that had only marginal relationship to things Soviet and Cold
War. There were some that had very direct, like Angola for example, but in terms of
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the Soviet Union itself or the Warsaw Pact, it was just a little after. Because | left in the
summer of '88, and it was really as | was leaving that that was beginning. I'm sure my
colleagues were beginning to already have conversations with the French.

Q: Well, were we still thinking in terms of the quote, “Soviet menace,” unquote, in Africa
while you were doing this?

POPE: Yes.
Q: This was something we were really concerned with for a long time.

POPE: Yes. It was peripheral. It was one of these the game being played around the
edges, because the center was still Europe, the Fulda Gap, deterring the Soviets from
launching this huge conventional army across Germany, etc. But there was this game
being played on the margins. Vietham was long over, but still there was Angola and
Mozambique and other places we were worried-

Q: Ethiopia too.

POPE: Ethiopia too. One of the problems, one of the things that Crocker was trying to
do with the apartheid government in South Africa was to rebut the “Soviet menace.”
Every time he'd say, “You cannot go on like this,” they would answer along the lines

of “Our African citizens aren't really so discontented, it's really all a plot out of Moscow
to destabilize us. You're so far away you don't understand it, you Americans.” And so
even there they were either using it as an excuse or had real belief that some kind of a
bogeyman was coming out of Moscow and that otherwise they wouldn't be having all of
this trouble.

Q: Well now then did the French have a different view of the quote, “Soviet menace,”
unquote in Africa?
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POPE: Oh sure.
Q: How were they looking at it?

POPE: They just didn't see it as... They were well aware, they weren't stupid. They have
very smart people and very fine intelligence services. They thought that we looked at it
with too much of an ideological prism as opposed to a practical prism. | had the impression
that they didn't think that a temporary Soviet gain was as much of a huge zero sum as we
felt it was. That's the difference. Not that they weren't aware of it.

Q: Well did you find yourself, you know, after dealing with this, beginning to look at Africa
with a more, | won't say French attitude or at least have a different understanding of Africa
now the game was being played there before you went?

POPE: Well, I think | had more understanding of it. | think | was a little bit probably less
sympathetic to the French when | came out of. | realize this is going to be made public,
and as | say, they are lovely people, but | was probably less sympathetic when | came out,
even though Paris is absolutely glorious. It was frustrating to be an American official there,
in some ways.

Q: Was the Mitterrand government sort of playing the, | won't say anti-American but
opposition to American card more than, or was this a Gaullist prerogative?

POPE: Yes, I'm not sure that they were playing it more but it was, | think, the basic
direction in which they would try to maintain what they did have, which by comparison

to what they'd had at one point wasn't so much, but to try to be the counter-American
and try to line up others to slow us down at least. Sure. But there was also a huge
amount of cooperation including later when we talk about my last assignment, which was
counterterrorism. That is much more recent than the period we're talking about right now,
but the French are very professional and they were not too ideological and they got it.
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Q: Well, this is one of the things that I've found interesting. We've had this overt sort of
public dispute with France now for, you know, maybe 225 years or what have you, but
at the same time sort of in the military and intelligence side and lots of other places very
much closer cooperation than with many other countries.

POPE: Yes, that's exactly correct.

Q: You know, it's, at the professional level, up to a point, and | suppose the Foreign
Ministry can be a place where you can't be overly arrogant and be in the military. | mean, it
doesn't work. Or in the intelligence business.

POPE: Right.
Q: But you can in foreign policy.

POPE: Exactly. And that's why | say | definitely ran into it there among some. And some
were absolutely terrific colleagues. It was a mixed bag there.

Q: Well then, you left there in '88?

POPE: | did.

Q: Whither?

POPE: | went to the National War College.
Q: Ah ha.

POPE: Which was a terrific experience, because by then a lot was known. You had
Gorbachev and a lot was happening. And that was a very interesting year. It was
wonderful to be able to take off a year, essentially, and not have an active job with the
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phone ringing and a million yellow phone slips on your desk when you came back but to
actually be able to read and think and hear lectures and travel a bit.

Q: This was up at Carlisle?

POPE: No, no, it was at the National War College right here at Ft. McNair.
Q: You were there from when to when?

POPE: '88 to '89.

Q: Oh, this is before certain things happened.

POPE: It was, but you could see, by then, by the time | got back and got into this a lot was
becoming clearer. | remember some discussions we had that Mrs. Thatcher had become

a fan of Gorbachev and said this guy's the real deal. And | remember Reagan was still
looking at this and was cautious, and then you had the new Bush administration, Bush 1.
Everybody was still a bit cautious, trying to figure out about all of this. But | remember we
had lots of discussions of the kind that, on a day-to-day basis in the Department, you're too
overwhelmed and exhausted to really have. Maybe a quick talk over lunch. But at NWC
we had real discussions and we had people come in, experts on the Soviet Union and

the Warsaw Pact from the Agency and from the Hill and all kinds of places, from CRS,
Congressional Research Service, to talk about what they thought they saw happening.

And | remember, | don't know whether | thought this, | hope | didn't and | believe | didn't,
but | believe there were some civilian colleagues who really thought that the military

was kind of bloodthirsty and that they were actually looking to have conflict, looking to

be engaged in war. And | remember that some of the “hardliners” in our class were the
civilians, and | was relatively hard-line at that point and pretty skeptical about Gorbacheuv.
And some of the military people were maybe skeptical, too, but were saying conflict and
war have to be the absolute last thing that we ever do. We've got to use every other
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possible avenue before we ever get into conflict with anybody, Soviets or otherwise. And
there was a lot of looking at each other, and we weren't a bunch of left wing anti-war types
and they weren't a bunch of warmongers. It was a real eye-opener for all of us, | think.

Q: During this time, was anybody looking at, well, the unification of Germany? Or was this,
| mean, this is, you know, you graduated months before it unified but very few people were
thinking this would happen at the time.

POPE: Yes. Including in our group. We had all grown up with the Cold War and pretty
much everybody in that group had been born right about the end of World War Il and

the only thing we could remember was Sputnik and the competition with the Soviets and
Hungary and Czechoslovakia and Afghanistan and non-military but intense competition
across the globe. And there was great skepticism that this entity that had secret police and
gulags and all of that could ever unravel.

Q: By this time Vietnam was some years before but the military had suffered very badly in
morale and sense of purpose and the collapse in Vietham. Did you get a feeling that the
officers were talking about sort of rejuvenation of the military or not? Was this an issue?

POPE: | don't remember that. | certainly don't remember a group of people going around
with their chins on the ground or discouraged in any way. These were really smart
professionals who were excited about their career. Obviously, these were the select, these
were the chosen ones, the ones who were going on to be generals and admirals and most
of them did. But | don't remember any sort of negative fallout that was still going on 14
years later, 15 years later after Vietnam.

Q: Did you go on any trips?

POPE: We did. We sent on some small local trips, of course, like up to Gettysburg. And |
just remember all of them, particularly the Army people, they loved the Civil War because
it was the first modern war and the generals, particularly the Southern generals were all so
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brilliant and they just loved the Civil War and they loved to do presentations on Gettysburg.
grew up in a southern family, and | remember | inadvertently got a laugh one time after
one of our colonels did a presentation with all kinds of charts and a big pointer where he's
pointing at all the movements of the troops and Pickett's charge and this and that. Finally
he ended up saying, “So that's how the Battle of Gettysburg was won.” And | was actually
trying to pay attention and | remember looking up at him and saying, “I'll be damned. |
always thought that battle was lost.” And they just loved the Civil War because it was so
endlessly fascinating to them.

There were several trips, there was one to | think South America and one to Africa and
one to Europe and one to Asia. | went on the Asia trip.

Q: Asia's terra incognito to you?
POPE: To me it was. And that's the first time | ever went out there and it was fascinating.
Q: Did you get any feel for, well, did you go to Korea for example?

POPE: We did. We went up to the DMZ. We started in Seoul meeting with Embassy as
well as with military, our military and their senior-level generals to talk about where things
were at the time. But then we went up to the DMZ. Standing up there in these outposts
with these big binoculars and looking into North Korea, and they had these huge towers
with huge loudspeakers blasting music at our side and our side was blasting music at
their side and gigantic flags waving. It was just surreal; it was like out of a very strange
movie. And then we went down in the tunnels because the South Koreans were always
listening and trying to find the tunnels. And every now and then they would figure out
where one was and they'd sink a little shaft and when they hit into the tunnel they'd then
open it up and go down and go way back in and blow it all up and fill it in with concrete
until the next time. But | remember walking in one of those, well back into one, and being
just astonished at the engineering. It was a beautiful tunnel and it sloped gradually back
toward the North, toward North Korea, it was sloped a little so all water would drain back
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and it had a little rail track down the middle of it so they could push cars down the middle
and they could walk several soldiers abreast. They could hear these sort of whumps

of explosives going off underground but they couldn't tell where they were. And it was
frightening and impressive.

Q: Well, where did you go after the War College?

POPE: The other thing | would mention is we went to China. And I'd never been to China
either.

Q: Oh boy.

POPE: And to see China and to be in the hands, so to speak, of the Chinese, of the
Peoples Liberation Army and get taken around was really quite fascinating.

Q: How were we portraying China at that time? | mean, sort of from the military point of
view?

POPE: As | recall there was still a bit of a glow because Korea was long behind us and
| don't remember any particular problems with Taiwan at that point. There might have
been, | can't recall them. But the Soviet Union had not collapsed and China was seen
as a counterweight, so there was still a bit of a glow with them. As long as they were a
counterweight to the Soviets, that was the principal thing.

Q: Well then, so after that whither?
POPE: | stayed in Washington. | went to Legislative Affairs for two years.
Q: Thisis H?

POPE: H.
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Q: What were you doing?

POPE: Africa. And | hadn't bid on it. | was going to the Hill, | was going to go on a
Pearson, one of those exchanges to the Hill. Chet's successor was an ambassador named
Hank Cohen, somebody | have very high regard for, and Hank asked me to do this, to take
the AF job in H, in Legislative Affairs, which | did for two years.

Q: This was a time a lot of things were happening in Africa. | mean, this is when things
began to move. In the first place, how would you describe our H bureau and dealing

with the Hill? Because I've heard a lot of people who would say well you know, the State
Department really doesn't know how to deal with Congress and they're not as responsive. |
wonder sometimes whether that's just reflex talking or whether there's something behind it
or not. How did you feel?

POPE: Well, that was my one and only time ever doing a job like that so I'm no deep
expert on it. | remember the Africa Bureau was lucky because they had a lady who was
very, very skilled who had been the in-house AF person who had worked on legislative
affairs in their office of regional affairs, AF/RA. And she was very, very knowledgeable
and she and | worked closely together. And | tried from the H institutional side and she
was working, we worked together. My impression was that the State Department has
never been very skillful in working the Hill. We weren't well received; there was a lot of
skepticism. Depends on who was in office. | remember going up there even before this
time, I'm reverting back a little bit, | can remember going up with Crocker on a number of
occasions when | was his Special Assistant and there were a lot of folks up there on the
Democratic side, because he was a Reagan appointee, who were extremely skeptical
before we walked in the door and barely wanted to hear anything we had to say and didn't
believe anything we had to say. And Crocker is not only super-intelligent but he was a very
straight, very honorable man and was not lying to them or anything like that. And | don't
remember that by the time | got to H it had improved that much. It was '89-'91.
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Q: Well, I think there was sort of a feeling that the Reagan administration really was happy
with the apartheid regime of South Africa and this whole constructive engagement and all
that was simply a smoke screen in order to keep business as usual.

POPE: Right. There was that feeling. And that was certainly not, | was on the inside there,
and Crocker was determined to make all of these things happen, including majority rule in
South Africa. That was the big prize, just sort of like it's one thing to have the Berlin Wall
fall and Germany reunified but the fall of the Soviet Union itself. One thing the Warsaw
Pact and the other is the Soviet Union. It's one thing to have the Cubans eventually salil
away, but for apartheid to fall was a big deal. Our relations have never been very good

on the Hill and I'm sure you experienced that in your career as well. It was difficult. | just
remember that as being a very difficult two years. | wasn't very expert in it, and | just found
the whole Hill environment frustrating.

Q: Well how about dealing with the Black Caucus and the staff of the Black Caucus? |
would think they would take considerable interest in Africa.

POPE: They did.
Q: And not look particularly favorably on the administration.

POPE: They didn't. And at that point it was Bush but it was seen as being not too different,
Bush, Reagan, and there was a lot of suspicion and initial readiness to believe negative
things.

Q: Were there any particular people in the Black Caucus that you recall, | mean that were
particularly active in the African side of things?

POPE: Not so well, not on the Hill side. There was one person who in particular was very
outspoken but he was not in Congress. Randall Robinson was a gentleman who was
heading up an organization that suddenly the name of which just escapes me, but he
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was very active on African affairs. But there were lots of people in Congress, both Black
Caucus and otherwise, who were very interested in Africa and particularly in the whole
Southern Africa piece of it. But it felt like there was suspicion in the Black Caucus about
anybody, even career people like me, who had no political ax to grind.

Q: Were there any instruments that you could use to try to dilute this suspicion or not?

POPE: Information. | think that being a career civil servant, and they understood that |
wasn't a political person; | think | had a fair amount of individual credibility with people.
And | didn't meet with members so often, sometimes. But I'd meet with staff a lot and |
developed, | think, pretty adequate relations with both Democratic and Republican staffers
of the various committees. And | think they came to see me as really as straightforward; |
wasn't going to BS any of them. And didn't. Plus, some progress was being made on some
of the issues. Mandela was not quite out of prison yet, but he was on his way.

Q: Had the Cubans left by this time?

POPE: | think so. | can't quite remember when they left but yes, | believe so, it was around
then.

Q: Well then you did this for?

POPE: Two years.

Q: Two years.

POPE: Yes.

Q: | take it this wasn't your happiest assignment.

POPE: It wasn't. It just wasn't my thing. But it was interesting in its own way. I'm glad, in
retrospect, to know something about the Hill and to have done it, but it just wasn't the kind
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of thing that | would have wanted to do my whole life, in retrospect, be a lobbyist, work the
Hill.

Q: Well, did you carry with you in later times at least the feeling of, you know, if we're
doing this or this policy, you know, kind of wondering what kind of support we'll get from
Congress?

POPE: Oh yes, sure. And we've never understood Congress properly and they've never
understood us properly. And we've never devoted the resources that we need to do, to
Congress or public diplomacy. And my understanding is that the current group up there,
Dr. Rice and others, I'm told, are really pushing ambassadors to do much more public
diplomacy and pushing people to do much more interaction on the Hill. And certainly
during the time, my most recent, I'm getting ahead of myself now a little bit but my final
assignment in counterterrorism, when Colin Powell was the Secretary and Rich Armitage
was the Deputy, they had really had a different view of relations with the Hill than some
before. Some groups before had insisted that any contact with the Hill be run through H
and be very limited and narrowly targeted, etc. And Powell and Armitage pressed people
to have contacts, sort of freed them. Report back and keep the regional bureau and H
posted on what you're doing but get up there, get to know people, talk to people, get the
story out. They just had a different philosophy, it wasn't so restricted, it was open. And

in fact, the hand in the small of the back, get up there, get up there and meet people,
talk to people. And if you can't meet a Member then meet a staffer. But still, overall, the
State Department has never had a very good rep on the Hill and | think there's pretty good
reason.

Q: Well then in- are we talking about '91 now?
POPE: Yes.

Q: Where did you go?
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POPE: | went to South Africa from there and it was absolutely fascinating.
Q: Okay. So we'll pick this up in '91 going to South Africa.

POPE: Yes.

Q: Great.

Okay, today is the 9th of June, 2006. BIll, off to South Africa. You were there from '91 to
when?

POPE: To '93.

Q: '93. Okay, what was your job?

POPE: | was the Deputy Political Counselor in Pretoria.

Q: Talk a bit about the situation when you arrived in '91 in South Africa.

POPE: Well, it was really not in turmoil but it was in evolution because Mandela was out
of prison and people were starting to come back from exile or were coming out of prisons.
They were organizing themselves down in Johannesburg; the ANC had set up in an office
building called Shell House. And the government was dancing around, trying to figure

out how to organize itself as well. And they were being pushed by the clergy, both sides
being pushed by the clergy, to find some way to engage and it was just fascinating to get
to know the personalities and observe it. We were the stay-behind group. You remember
that was the period and they may still do it, when the government went back and forth
from Pretoria to Cape Town. There's a history behind that, and a couple of my colleagues
went on down to Cape Town with Parliament. And the thing is the White parliament had
really become more or less irrelevant at that point because everybody knew what was in
the cards and the real action was in Pretoria and Johannesburg and the area in between,
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the Midrand area, where there was a big convention center where these negotiations
eventually were going to take place.

Q: Why weren't they taking place in Cape Town? | would think Cape Town would be more
neutral territory than, say, Pretoria.

POPE: Well they weren't in Pretoria. The negotiations actually took place between Pretoria
and Johannesburg, and that was considered by them to be meeting each other halfway,
an area called Midrand, midway between the two. And there was a convention center
there and they organized this big negotiation called CODESA, Congress for Democracy
and Equality in South Africa | think is what CODESA stood for.

Q: Well, who was your leader in Pretoria when the ambassador wasn't there?
POPE: The DCM was Marshall McCallie, a great guy, really great.

Q: And who was ambassador?

POPE: Well when | first came it was Bill Swing and then later Princeton Lyman.

Q: Well now, in Pretoria, Pretoria was still, correct me if I'm wrong but this is the heart of
the Afrikaners, wasn't it?

POPE: That's right. Or the edge of the heart. The heart was a little farther east and south.

Q: Okay. Now, you arrived there in '91 and go out and make your calls and all. What were
you getting? | mean, we're talking about a specific time. | mean, these clouds were, to
them, were looming over the horizon. What were you getting from the normal contacts you
had?

POPE: Well, it depends on what kind of contacts you're talking about. There was a certain
level at which the government, the apartheid government, was still trying to keep business
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going. For example, when | would go to the Foreign Ministry and talk to the diplomats
there, in many ways it was very much like going to talk to any others. They were still trying
to keep things, they knew it was coming, too, but they were still trying to keep things on
track. They were bringing in minority junior officers already and interns and smart young
Africans. But it depended on where | was. If you talked to politicians, that was all it was
about, politicians or business people, the whole rest of society, that was the issue — the
negotiations and the future and how would it come out and how much power different
people would be able to maintain.

Q: Were you finding, did we have much contact, | assume there was a diehard, never,
never, never type.

POPE: There was.
Q: Were these people you could talk to or did we find ourselves just bypassing them?

POPE: We tried to talk to them and we had some Afrikaans trained speakers in the
Political Section who did speak to them, to the extent we could. And we would observe at
large congresses and meetings just as we tried to do with the ANC. And so, yes, but we
knew that they weren't the ultimate long-range future. If you think of a magnet, trying to pull
iron filings in different directions, they were trying to pull the solution as far in their direction
as possible. But | can't imagine many except the most extreme ones didn't understand
where this was going.

Q: Was there any talk of an underground movement, an armed resistance?

POPE: Some talk of it but | don't remember that it was anything that was too serious or
that people worried about. | think there was some talk at one point about trying to split
off and create some kind of a separate little country somewhere above Bloemfontein.
But | don't think any of that was very serious. South Africa was going to remain a united
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country under somebody, and it was pretty clear to most people it would be under Nelson
Mandela, but it was just what the deal was going to be.

Q: Well how, when you got there from one, your perspective and then two, from the
perspective of say the Whites you were dealing with, what was the view of Mandela at that
time?

POPE: It was mixed. But there were already a lot of people who understood that this was
a very unusual individual, a very special and unusual individual, not your run-of-the-mill
politician, Black or White, and that he was a huge moral force to be reckoned with. A lot of
people were already thinking, “Do | try to get my assets and move to Australia or Canada
or the United States?” People who lived in the wealthier areas. And some ended up doing
it, didn't take much with them, others didn't.

Q: What about, | realize Johannesburg is the, sort of the industrial center, but when you
were there, what was the business community talking about? Was this going to make it
change?

POPE: Sure, absolutely. Because they'd been in a privileged position up to now. | don't
think they were all necessarily diehard apartheid supporters, but | think they just wanted
the most favorable deal, the most economic and political clout of the business class to
come out of the deal. And even though the political situation was going to be turned on
its head, everybody understood that they didn't want the business side to be turned on its
head. They wanted business to continue and for there not to be large expropriations of
land and things to go on.

Q: Well did you find, were the White community much resentment at the United States,
saying you got us into this or something like that?

POPE: Some, but | didn't detect so much of that. Yes, there was some because we were
pushing them, as were others, but we obviously were the big dog in the fight. And there
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was some of that and of course there was also still this residual fear that what it was really
all about was still being run out of Moscow even though the Soviet Union had come apart.
So it was still seen by some as an international communist plot to bring in Mandela and
make it the Soviet Union of the south.

Q: Well up in Pretoria was there much of a Black presence? I'm talking about a significant,
you know, either economic or political presence.

POPE: No. It was mostly servants, still pretty much a White city. That was Johannesburg.

Q: Were you all getting together with the people from consulate general and elements of
our embassy in Johannesburg and also in Cape Town? | mean were everybody sort of
seeing the same picture or were there, | won't say disputes but different perspectives on
what was happening?

POPE: | don't remember different perspectives inside the house. There might have been,
but they couldn't have been too serious because | think | would be able to recall them. |
think everybody saw it pretty much the same way.

Q: Well what was the conventional embassy, country, American representatives in South
Africa, conventional wisdom as to how this thing was going to come out?

POPE: More or less like it did. I'm not saying that we'd been perfect in predicting
everything. You remember we talked about Yugoslavia. And | had my doubts as to
whether Yugoslavia could hold together as one country but | never expected the violence.
| thought it might stay together but even if it didn't there wouldn't be the violence. So we've
missed the call on many occasions. In this one | think we got it pretty right, that it would
be an ANC-led government and that they would be much more moderate and much more
business-friendly and more human rights-friendly than some people feared.
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Q: Well was there a concern about the breakdown of public order? In other words the
servants would arise and rape and steal and all that?

POPE: There was some, sure. It was fanned by the extreme right that one day all the
servants would rise up and kill everybody. | don't remember that anybody ever took that
very seriously because | just remember being struck by how remarkably gentle and decent
and forgiving people were. And not just Mandela, | mean down at the much lower levels,
no matter what. | can remember talking to somebody and now I'm straining to think who

it was, it was a man, an African; | don't think he was a servant but he wasn't very high
either. And he was talking about things that had been done and some relative, a brother
or somebody who had been rounded up and beaten up by the police because he was
Black and | guess died. But my recollection of this man is that he was not bitter. “That was
terrible and I've taken a deep breath and now we need to go forward and we must forgive
and go forward as a nation and all be together, Black and White, etc.” It was remarkable,
in my view. Obviously not everybody felt that way. You had young firebrands on the left
who wanted to rise up but the vast majority-

Q: Did you find yourself having to go through some sort of mental readjustment, carrying
the baggage of Yugoslavia, which was again a divided place although the complexions
were the same but still. You know, you could see how deep these hatreds lay. | mean, did
you find that you were trying to equate Yugoslavia to this when you first arrived?

POPE: No, | don't remember that. It felt much more like a unified country that had been
and should be unified. Exactly how it should govern itself and make those arrangements
was another issue. But Yugoslavia was a very atrtificial kind of an entity with very distinct
peoples who had a long, long history, hundreds of years older than South Africa. South
Africa felt more like a United States or an Australia, a “young country carved out of the
wilderness” kind of feel but one that should be one country. Most people, except those

Interview with Mr. William P. Pope , 2011 http://www.loc.gov/item/mfdipbib001729



Library of Congress

White extremists who were talking about some kind of a republic of something, | forget
what they called it, bordering Botswana and Namibia.

Q: The Orange Republic or something?

POPE: Something, | can't remember, some name for it. But other than that | just don't
remember much talk like that.

Q: Did you get much of a chance to get out to the sort of the heart of the White
establishment out on the farms.

POPE: Not enough. That was not my principal tasking and | didn't speak Afrikaans. So

| did do it some and it was amazing, it was another world. It was really another world.

My wife and | were just discussing the other day about New Year's Eve of 1992, '91-'92,
when we were invited to an Afrikaner wedding, deep, deep in Afrikanerdom, somewhere
south of Pretoria and Johannesburg but really, really out in the bush. And almost nobody
there spoke English and there was no alcohol. It was all Dutch Reform, and it was another
world. And then we found out halfway through the wedding reception that way back behind
some staircase there was a little place with some watered-down champagne that we would
be allowed to go take if we could find it. But it was really another world out there and it was
very, very isolated.

Q: What happened in Pretoria when the government moved down to Cape Town? | mean,
from your perspective.

POPE: Not so much change because most of the permanent government stayed in
Pretoria. It was really the politicians, primarily the parliament. Even they, in particular the
ministers, were going back and forth flying, an easy flight, flying back and forth all the time.
And so, for the permanent government, foreign ministry and other parts of the government,
that we interacted with it wasn't such a big shock. As well as our principal focus, as | said,
was these negotiations that were going on right there between Johannesburg and Pretoria,
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halfway at the place called Midrand. That was our focus. And we'd read the reports from
our colleagues down in Cape Town and watch the news. “Parliament debated something
today.” It seemed like it was deck chairs on the Titanic.

Q: I would have thought, | mean, the parliament just wasn't engaging? Was this because
they were shutting their eyes to developments or was it just that they'd been bypassed and
that?

POPE: | don't know their reasoning. Probably both of what you just said. But the bottom
line is that they were debating various kinds of bills and things that just didn't matter, as far
as | was concerned. | don't want to speak for my colleagues who were down in Cape Town
and responsible for covering the Parliament, because they did a good job and they went
and they did what they were supposed to do, as well as covering the politics of what was
going on down around that area and how the Blacks and the Coloreds and others were
feeling about the events taking place to the north of them. But our very heavy focus was to
some degree interacting with the government like anyone would here, a diplomat here with
our government and to a considerable degree these negotiations. The negotiations were
what dominated my time there.

Q: Well was there, in Pretoria, the equivalent to, was it Soweto or something? An area set
aside for the Blacks which turned into almost a viable political area?

POPE: Nothing significant that | recall. It was really Soweto and similar townships and they
were really grouped around Johannesburg. And people came up by combi, by vans and
trains.

Q: Well what developed while you were there in the political process? You were there from
'91 to '93?

POPE: Yes. | left before it all came to fruition and before the 1994 elections when Mandela
became President. But it went a long way. They agreed, they formed their own internal
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teams and their own internal positions and began to have initial contacts with each other,
the key players, Mbeki and Cyril Ramaphosa and those people on the one side and Roelf
Meyer and the others on the other side and began to reach out to each other and have
small meetings and then larger meetings and then finally they settled on the spot. By
then it was like a huge political convention. It was really big and there were a lot of people
and of course the press was all over it and people swarming every time some important
delegate would come out of a negotiating room, people swarming with microphones. We
were swarming in our own way, trying to peel them off to ask them, because Washington
was really interested, Washington wanted to know everything.

So what happened was organizing internally, both the government and the opposition, and
then coming together and figuring out how to begin the negotiations. And then actually
starting the negotiations.

Q: Were we playing any role at this time in preparing South African Blacks, you're talking
about interns and all this? You know, trips to the States sort of to prep young up-and-
coming men and women from the Black community to take over? Not power, | mean take
over responsibilities.

POPE: We had a large USAID mission. In fact, when we moved into our new secure
embassy, as large as it was because we had been in downtown office buildings, as large
as the new embassy was, the USAID mission was still outside because it was so large. To
my recollection, it did anything any aid mission would have, kind of more structural things
like digging wells and those kinds of things. But also it had lots of exchange programs and
training young Blacks and all of that, the kinds of things you're talking about.

Q: What happened to your, well embassy, when the ambassador showed up? | mean, did
it change or did your job change?
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POPE: | can't remember any extended time when we didn't have one. We had Bill Swing
when | came.

Q: I was thinking when the ambassador came to Cape Town, or were they back and forth
all the time?

POPE: When the Parliament was in Cape Town, the Ambassador was down there more
and the DCM was Acting up in Pretoria. | just don't remember that it changed things that
much. It was an easy flight, he came back and forth and we were heavily focused on our
business. So no, | don't remember that that had a huge effect. Both of them were great
ambassadors and extremely popular with the troops, both Bill Swing and Princeton Lyman.
Those are both people you should have, if you haven't-

Q: I've talked to Princeton but-

POPE: Bill Swing you absolutely should get. Boy, he's a smart-

Q: I don't know where he is now. Is he still in New York?

POPE: He was out doing, | think Liberia peacekeeping. Where he is right now I'm not sure.

Q: What about other embassies, particularly, you know, an awful lot of European countries
particularly had a stake in this. | mean, the British of course but the Scandinavians and
the Germans, you know, the community, certainly the Western community was heavily
engaged in this.

POPE: They were.
Q: I was just wondering what were your relations, what were you seeing there?

POPE: Well of course the Scandinavians were always heavily involved in assistance.
When | met my wife, who was at the Swedish legation, they didn't have an embassy; they
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had a legation because they didn't quite recognize apartheid. They wanted to be on the
ground but they didn't want to have a full blown embassy. She was doing aid work for their
SIDA, their equivalent of USAID. Others had a more mixed role like ours, the Brits and the
French, the big ones. Everybody was represented, the Dutch of course had a kind of a
special long-term relationship, the Germans, everybody was present. Their governments
were very interested and they had their own reporting sections reporting whatever they
could pick up on political developments. And of course they had their aid missions as well.

Q: Well, you're all working the same side of the street, was there a lot of collegiality at this
point?

POPE: There was with me and as far as | can recall, with other officers, too. | used to
meet the Brits and the French and the Dutch and others to compare notes: “What are

you hearing? What are you seeing?” Sure. And not only about that but other things that
were going on around, too. For example, | had a French colleague down there with whom
| served later in another post and he and | used to talk, not only about what's happening
inside, and we probably had the best view of that of almost anybody, probably anybody,
what was happening in the negotiations but also the region. They had, for example,
relations with the Marxist government in Luanda, in Angola. And of course we were rather
heavily invested with Savimbi at that point. And they knew a lot of things, the French
Embassy in Pretoria knew a lot of things and so we compared notes.

Q: Well then, this is where you met your wife? Was there any problem in marrying, two
Foreign Service officers of different services, different countries, getting married?

POPE: | was a bachelor at that point, | never expected to meet anybody, much less
anybody who wasn't an American. And SY was remarkably reasonable about it. | had to fill
out some forms, but they were remarkably reasonable. | guess if she'd been from Russia
or North Korea or something, they might have been a little more concerned. Sweden
somehow just didn't strike anybody as a threat, | guess, of any kind.
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Q: What was your wife's background?

POPE: She was a Foreign Service officer. She wasn't a career SIDA person, a USAID-
equivalent career officer, she was a Foreign Ministry officer who was detailed to work with
the SIDA people.

Q: Had she served in other countries?

POPE: Oh, lots. She, honestly, if you were ever doing these on other people she'd be
somebody who'd be really interesting to talk to. She had her first tour in Beirut and it was a
tough time. It was a tough time out there because of the civil war going. And so she'd had
a lot of experiences herself and had served in Zimbabwe right after independence and in
Prague. So that was tough because the Czechs obviously didn't care whether you were an
American or a Swede or what; if you were a Westerner you were followed and tapped and
listened to and just a lot of pressure all the time that she didn't particularly care for. So we
had both together had a lot of interesting experiences.

Q: Well then, is there anything else that we should cover do you think?
POPE: On South Africa?
Q: On South Africa.

POPE: | would just say | had the privilege on several occasions of meeting Nelson
Mandela and he is, to this day, the most remarkable individual | ever met. | recognize
everybody's human and everybody has faults, but there was something, being in his
presence. | obviously never met Gandhi, but a kind of something, a kind of an aura around
Mandela, at least that's what | felt, that must have been like being around Gandhi. | marvel
that Mandela could be so absent of bitterness, given that he'd been sent away and broken
rocks for all those years. And | think they were unbelievably blessed, just like we were with
our founding fathers. We got an exceptional group of people in the mid-18th century. And
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| think it could have gone very differently, if South Africa hadn't had this really remarkable
individual. So | just can't say enough about Mandela.

Q: Well, when you left in '90-
POPE: Three.

Q: Three, were you feeling optimistic, | mean, was that sort of the feeling, that things were
heading in the right direction?

POPE: | was, | was very optimistic about South Africa. | don't recall that we understood
what a toll HIV/AIDS was going to take yet. It was there, but | don't think we understood
the toll it was going to take all the way across Africa but particularly in Central and
Southern. And the other thing that already was worrying everybody and was already quite
serious was crime. Even if the rest of the political transition went well, went really well, and
even if there were an election and Mandela became president and he brought in lots of
officials of all kinds of creeds and ra